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The pages which follow present in condensed form a 
memorandum which was submitted by The Nation Asso- 
ciates to the General Assembly of the United Nations on 
April 30, covering the British record in Palestine since 
November 29, 1947. Deletions made in this version merely 
eliminate the less pertinent parts of certain documents and 
oductions of docu- 





a section comprising photosta 





mentary texts, 





be obtained 
ya at 


Additional copies of 






from The Nation, 20 Vesey § 


the 





of twenty-five ¢ 





apiece. 










































The General Assembly of the United Nations, 
for the third time in twelve months, is meeting 
to discuss “ihe future government of Palestine,” 
Discussions are taking place in an atmosphere of 
violence which may touch off an explosion far 
beyond the houndaries of the Moly Land. 


The question which the General Assembly must 
face, and world opinion as well, is this: Was an 
inherent injustice in the November 29 resolution 
of the General Assembly responsible for the cur 
rent explosion? 








The Nation Associates presents the fac 
this memorandum as ¢ 





in 
ntial to a wise and just 
decision, An examination of the facts will show 
that the present violence in 
from: 





Palestine results 





(1) British Sabotage of Partition, This British 
sabotage was delibera tel 
insure British bi shts in Palestine in perpe- 
tuity, as well as to safeguard British oil trade and 
mililary interests in the Middle E 


(2) 8 Alliance wi 
achiev ends, the British have embarked on 
an alliance with the Arab League, composed of 
the governments of Egypt, Syria, Lebanon, Sandi 
Arabia, Iraq, Transjordan, and Yemen. The Arab 
Teague, and not the Arab Higher Committee, 
controls the military and political developments 
among the Arabs of Palestine. Representatives 
‘of the British government were present at the 
Meetings of the Arab League where the revolt 
Was planned and organized and are in continuous 
Connection with it. Within a month after the 
November 29h resohition the Arabs were en- 
Couraged to believe partition would be substi- 
tuted by a Federal St 
Continued to the 
Use for Pal 
inister 





undertaken in order to 
























ate and arms shipments 
Arab States despite their known 
On April 28 Foreign 
sevin was still refusing to halt them. 


estine warfare, 


The facts will show, moreover, that: 


The British have allowed 10,000 foreign in- 
Mders to enter Palestine, offering (he fecble ex- 
Bi that the British armed forces, consi ing, at 
pee outset, of over 80,000 men, could not ade- 
ately protect the border, 

/ Ithough i 








ce December 11, 1947 the British 
Ve been, promising to return to Transjordan the 





INTRODUCTION 


contingenis of the Arab Legion brought to Pal- 
estine for police duty, they have allowed the mem- 
bers of that force to remain in Palestine and to 
attack Jewish communities. The only conclusion 
wn is that the Arab Legion constitutes a 
wv part of the effort to coerce the Jews into 
accepting less than the Jewish State granted by 
the United Nation 
At no time has the British government, in 
spite of its alleged impotence requested any help 
from the United } ions; in fact, as the record 
shows, the British have continned to deprecate 
the situation, refused to identify the invaders, 
and have consistently denicd (hat the Arab states 
as such ave involved, 
Through their action the 
Palestine Arabs of known N 


mand of the invading forces, and 




































y have admitted into 






i allegiance in com- 


haye even ad- 
mitted escaped Nazi prisoners of war, now to be 
found in command of Arab detachments, 

From secret British Intelligence reports, which 
are quoted extensively in this record, it is clear 
that the British know and have always known 
of every sin, 








le Avab troop movement in Palestine, 
and that their re 
that they could as 
invading 





tions with the Arabs ave such 
Arab leaders to request the 
rees to remain unobtrusive, 








British sabotage has resulted in turning Jeru- 
salem into an armed camp, has permitted the 
Arabs to seize the Old City and to hold as hos- 
tages some 2000 Jews, 

The British have failed to take any action to 
insure that Haifa should remain an open city, 
even though they were fully aware of the desire 
of local Arabs to achieve this and that the Jews 
wanted only to be sate from attack. 

Their prejudice against the Jews has been 
clearly indicated in their refusal to allow the 
Jews to arm for defense against Aral attack, and 
theiv blowing up of Jewish defense posis; in their 
turnin, and to certain death 
—members of the Haganah ; in their confiseation 
of Haga 
































over to the Avabs 





:arms; in their treatment of Jewish 
defense personnel as criminals. The B 





itish have 
at the starving of the Jewish popula- 
tion of Jerusalem by their failure to keep the 





conn 





highways open, py have refused armed escorts 
to the Jews. 


attitude to the Arab community is quite 
By British admission, the Arab com- 


munity has been armed by the British. Arab 
train robberies, which have been frequent, have 
been met with shooting over the heads of the 
robbers. Arab desertions from the police, for the 
purpose of joining the attackers, ¢ ceompanied by 
the stealing of arms, have never been prevented, 
and Arab violators of the peace go unpunished, 





To this record can be added the detailed facts 
concerning the ion in which the British have 
destroyed central authority, and, under the guise 
of establishing greater local authority, turned 
various 








over in largest part to the Arabs the 
services of the Palestine government created and 
maintained chiefly by taxation of the sh 
community, Simultaneously, assets have heen 
dissipated and vital communications disposed of 
to foreign agencies. The effect of this has been 
to seal the Jewish community a limited 
area, cut off its access to the outside world by 
land and sea, and swrround it by Arabs in order 
to create such a state of siege as would cause 
the Jews to send up a white flag. 

By arrangement with the Arab League, if par- 





Jew 








in 


BRITISH PLEDGE OF COOPERATION NOT CARRIED OU 


rae 


On November 18, 1947, Sir 
British delegate, told Sub: 
Hoc Committee on Palestine, in reply to a ques 
tion as to whether the United Kingdom would 
accept the of the General 
Assembly : 

“If the Assembly by a two-thirds majority 
approves any solution, Hi Majesty’s Gove 
ment would not take any action contrary to it.” 


Alexander Cadogan, 
minittee I of the Ad 





yecommendations 








On December 11, 1947, Arthur Creech Jones, 
British Colonial Secretary, told the House of 
Jommons : 





“Tt could not easily imagine circumstances 
in which the United Kingdom would wish to 
prevent the application of the settlement rec- 
ommended by the General Assembly.” 








A day later, Foreign Minister Bevin told the 
House of Commons: 





“T am not going and His Majesty’s Govern- 
ment is not going to oppose the United Na- 
tions’ decision... . There that decision is of 
that world organism whether we agree with it 


or not. It is on the statute book of that great 





tition is shelved through any one of geye 
schemes to assure Arab dominance in Palesting 
the British are to receive base rights in Haifa 
the Negey, and Galilee. 4 


promises alone. 
steps to as 





























tions. To be able to carry out this pro. 7 
evam, the Mandatory has required a free hand, 
That is why it has kept the United Nations Come 
sion out of Palestine 





mi 
tion, fe 

The facts contained in this document come for | 
the most part from the confidential reports of 
British Intelligence. 

So intent are the British upon destroying partl 
tion that they have shown themselves oblivious 
to the fact that with it they may destroy the 
authority of the United Nations, and even the 
peace of the world. 











IrepA Kircuw sident 





Dy 
Pas) 


The Nation Associates 





I 





rganisation, May it be possible to implement 
it! Tl itis, and if my colleagues or [can vender | 
any assistarice, with advice, with help, with: 
our officials, with our administrative ability) 
with our historical knowledge, to smooth out 
the transition, to try to prevent the division 
from being widened—in other words to do anys 
thing possible to promote concord, friendship | 
and amity between these peoples—we sh! 
doit,” 





















British Pledge to M 





A specific promise that the British would ma 
tain Jaw and order in Palestine was made My 
Colonial Secretary Creech Jones. In the HOul 
of Commons on December 11, 1947, he said: 





«So long as the British remained in any 
of Palestine they would maintain law and or@ 
in the area of which they were still in occ 
tion. . . . It has been made quite cleat by 
High Commissioner to the leaders of the 
jsh and Arab communities that so long 4% 
Mandate continues the Mandatory Gove 
ment is responsible for law and order 
will do its duty in protecting the life and 
erty of citizens irrespective of race. + + 











‘tween Now and the termination of the Mandat 
= the British Government in Palestine will re- 
main responsible for law and order.” 


© Colonial Secretary Gives Preview of British 





Non-Cooperat 





n 



















embly?s 


mons of British compliance with (he 
resolution. Efe then made clear that the primary 


Then he set down the 


Mowing principles: 


1, “In order that the withdrawal may be con- 
ducted in the most orderly 
H the Jeast destruction of the ordinary life of the 
country, it is essential that the ndatory 
Power should retain undivided control of the 
H country until the evacuation is well under way, 
) It will be appreciated that the Mandatory re- 
| sponsibility for government in Palestine ean 
/not be relinquished piecemeal, The wiole com- 
plex of governmental responsibility must be 
relinquished by the Mandatory Government for 
the whole of Palestine on an appointed day 
“And the date we have in mind for thi 
‘to negotiations with the United > 
P mission, is 15 May.” 
f 2 “As His Majesty’s Government have 
smnade it clear that they cannot take part in the 
Amplementation of the United Nation plan, it 
Will be undesirable for the Commission to 
arrive in Palestine until a short period before 
he termination of the Mandate. Wor reasons 
of Administrative efi ency, responsibility, and 
Becurity, this overlap period should be com- 
Paratively brief’... . 





nd with 





nner 














vet 
ations Cou 





sub, 






































3. “Other matters on whieh negotiations 
ith the United Nations Commission will have 
be made include the proposal in the par- 
tition plan that an area situated in the Jewish 
tate, including a seaport and hinter nd, shall 
e evacuated by February 1, 1948. ‘This pre- 
ents considerable difficulty and must he 
ndied further with the U, N. Commission in 
Ponnec ion with the thorny problem of immi- 
‘ation, If the traffie (immigrant i 
couraged during the next few 1 
ve situation in Palestine will avi 
I make an orderly withdrawal and t 
y extremely diffienlt, The car 

pprus have sto be emptied. 
The Government ave aware of the strong 
Rutment already expressed by the Arab 
tes in regard to what may appear to them 
Encouragement to immi ation for strength: 
6 the Jewish State. It is essential to main- 























































taining orderly life in Palestine, while at the 
same time, preparing, in accordance with inter 
national decision, to transfer authority.” 








Bevin Refo 





The following day, Decembe: 12, 1917, Ernest 
Bevin, Foreign Secretary, made clear that there 
would be no consultations with the United Na- 
tions Comn “Unet the date for 
the termination of the Mandate had been fixed.” 

He told the Fouse of Common: 








on 





declaring : 








(1) “We have fixed, after the most careful 





consideration, the date of 15 May, (2) We 
sh Ave ed to have accepted the sug- 





gested date in February but we found it ph 
jeally finpessible to do so, {Th 





reference 
being to the clearance of a port and area for 








hh immigration, | 
“YT eannot ¢ 
down the 
punisivati 
sible. 





2 to open a port until we Jay 
date. We cannot have.two ad 


atone time. Really, it is impos: 








ity situation was furiher offered as 


v Fewisl 





an excuse for faili 





» to open a port 





mini ion, for refusing 





rvitmer 
Assembly 





to pert 


militia as provic 





ofa Jewi 





dint 





resolution, 
Gu March 10, 1948, Creech Jones again told 


ithe Wouse of Common 















thle on 
ailable to the . 
immigration of m 
ud not thus rende 
part of Pales 





of security 
ws from 1 
noand arnis. 
our authority over a 
te while still retaining respons! 
bility for law and ordex in the country.” 

He 


‘We were also asked whether we would 
agree to allow the provisional councils of the 
two successor states to recruit avimed militias 
from their residents, leaving political and mili- 
tary control to the Commission. We have made 
it clear that we could not permit any author y 
other than our own to exercise governmental 
functions in Palestine before the end of the 
Mandate, ‘fo allow the recruitment of militias 
would invetve two distinet anthovities in the 
country at one tte, one of them taking steps 
to implement the United Nations plan. Fur- 
ther, such a procedure could not fail to in 
crease immeasurably the possibility of grave 
turbances while the } 











uid further; 































andate still van. The 
t Tnot take account of the realities 
of the situation 











The possible result of an at- 
fempt to form a vepresentative rm for the 
proposed Jew State, which includes some 
400,060 Arabs in its area, when the Arabs were 
strongly ting the implementation of the 
partition plan, should be apparent. to every- 
hody. The objections to this step, of course, 











resi 








apply with even greater force to the Jewish re- 
qm that the Commission should immediately 
start to establish a purely Jewish militia for 
the Jewish State, with full training facilities 
and the requisition of the necessary equipment 
and stores.” 














Be 





Inworkable 








moreover, he told the Honse of 
ion was unworkable and fore- 
ion would be unable to go 


Phat same day, 
Commons the decis 
cast that the Comm 
to Palestine. 








“The situation in Palestine has tragically 
deteriorated since the resolution. 
Sonsequently, the Assembly's plan, conceived 
as it was in conditions of strong part iality, has 
in some respects proved impractical and wn 
workable, ... It is pos ible that the Palestine 
Commission of the U. N. may find itself unable 
to proceed to Palestine because snitable ar- 
rangements have not been made either by the 
Security Council or by other organs of the 
United Nations for it to take up its duties 
there.” 



























1948 Creech Jones, in the Security 


openly charged 





On March 2, 
Council of the United 
the partition plan with prejudice, declaring: 


tions 





“Tt is not for me to comment on certain 
obvious defects in the partition plan which 
arose from its being conceived in conditions of 
strong partial 











“The United States asks us to endorse the 
plan adopted by the General Assembly. For 
veasons which we have so often explained, we 
rannot do so... . We cannot participate in 
any \' in the implementation of a plan which 
involves the coercion of one of the Communi- 
ties, and in Palestine, that is the larger com- 
munity.” 











Small wonder that on April 10 the Palestine 
Commission reported to the General Assembly 
that: 


(1) Security has not been maintained and that 
“unless security is restored in Palestine, imple- 





















































mentation of the resolution of the General 
sembly will not be possible.” 


(2) That as a consequence of the non-cooperg 
tion of the Mandatory power: 
“(a) he provisions of the embly’s rego. 
lution for a progressive transfer of administra. 
tion from the Mandatory Power to the Com, 
mission have not been complied with, The 
Mandatory Power has insisted on retainin, 
undivided control of Palestine vntil the date! 
of termination of the Mandate and on relin. 
quishing the whole complex of governmental 
responsiblities on that day, except for the 
areas still occupied by British troops. In the 17 
view of the Mandatory Power the progressive | 
transfer of authority refers only to those areag, ” 
“(b) The Commission could not proceed to 
-alestine until two weeks prior to the termina.” 
tion of the Mandate. The insistence of the 
Mandatory Power on this point, even though 
the Commission has been prepared to restrict 
its activities in Palestine prior to 15 May 1948,” 
to preparatory work and would not attempt ii 
to ¢ se any authority there, made it impos 7 
sible for the Commission to take the necessary 7 
preparatory measure to ensure continuity fm” 


administration after the date of termination sq 
of the Mandate 


“(e) The Commission could not take any 
measures to establish the frontiers of the Arab 
and Jewish States and the City of Jerusalem, | 
since the Mandatory Power informed the Com 
1 yn that it could not facilitate the delimis 
tation of frontiers on the ground. 


“(d) The refusal of the Mandatory Power 
to permit any Provisional Counc il of G overns 
ment, whether Arab or Jewish, a selected, t0 7 
carry ont any funetions prior to the termina 77 
tion of the Mandate, made it neces y 
Commissi in accordance with Vart I, B, 4 
of the resolution of the General ne <ombly, 
communicate that fact to the Security Couny 
cil and to the Seeretary-General. 


















































“(e) he refusal of the Mandator, Power to. i 
pews tlhe taking of preparatory ste 


lishment nO the armed me ens) 





frontier chi ishes, hes shade it impossible t 
plement the Assembly's resolution in 
respect.” 




































operas 

8 reso. 

nistra. On December 29, 1947, exactly one month fol- 
: Com. Jowing the United Nations decision on partition 
aining with economic union, the Lebanese Envoy Eh 
e date London, reporting to the Voreign Minister of 
-relin. Lebanon on a inceting between himself and Por- 
mental ¥ eign Secretary Ernest Bevin, quoted Myr, Bevin 
or the as telling him the following: “Now ¢hat the ques- 
Th the | tion has reached this stage, we ave determined 
ara to withdraw from Palestine so that Arabs and 
eed to Jews should remain alone to face each other and 
cry the hard facts. 


of the 
(hough 
restrict 


British Aim A 





eral State 








In the same report, the Lebanese envoy wrote: 





9 ae 
fee “Official circles herve believe that if America... 
‘apt were to change its position... the Arabs and 
cessary Jews would remain alone face-to-face with the 
uty in facts. The result would then be the attainment 


ination of a solution of the question on the basis of a 


federal state.” 











ke any 
le Any United States Minister to Beirut Tells About 
Com Federal Plan or Abdullah Conque 


delimi- On February 11, 1948, the United States Min- 
ister in Beirut, Mr. Lowell ©. Pinkerton, in- 
formed the United States State Department of 
the plans being discu 


Power 
rovern+ 
cted, to 
evmina- 

for the 





ed in Lebanon for sub- 
stituting the partition plan with a new scheme 
cither in the form of a federal state or in the form 
of a Jewish state within a Greater Palestine, 
In his communication Mr, Pinkerton wrote: 





ably, to 
y Coun 
“Many Lebanese feel that they have already 
shown an carnest of their intention to prevent, 
partition at all costs, and that Jews now doubt 
their own ability to defend the territory allot- 


‘ower to 
towal 





a, ene fae 

me) ted to them by the partition plan. 

rose Rae ‘ ‘ 
syenting Two proposals, at least, have been disc: ssed, 
'e to im either of which might be acceptable to a 





able number of the Arabs. Tf adopted, the first 
Might be only prelude to the second: 














“1. Revival of the eleventh hour Arab com- 
promise suggestion at Lake Success— 
tonization, ova federal state. 





2. An autonomous Jew state within a 
iter Palestine, unde King Abdullah, 
ch would have all its own machinery of 
sovernment, It has even been suggested 





THE INTENTION BEHIND BRITISH POLICY IN PALESTINE 


that such a state might take all of the Jews 
now in displacement camps in Inrope, since 
question of a majority would not arise. 
proposal would certainly meet wide- 
spread opposition in Syria, Saudi Arabia 
and p ly Ngypt. 


















“Visifors recently arrived in Lebanon from the 
United States are all eagerly questioned on the 
possibility of a change in the attitude of the 
Cnited States towards partition, but no satis: 
factory reply has been received.” 











On April 1’, a day after the Security Council 
had adopted a vesvlution calling for a truce 
between the Arab Higher Committee and. the 
Jewish 





ates 





Agency, and upon the neighboring s 





to refrain from activity which would upset the 
tinice, King Abdullah of Transjordan let it be 
known that he would send the Arab Legion into 
Palestine to defend the Arabs allegedly against 
the Jews. 


On y 41, The Nation had veported a 







plan 


Wing Abdullah of rar 





jordan 
perinitted to overrun Palestine in ex. 
for giving up his ambilion to establish 








ia Federation through the an- 








On February 13 the Bri Fortnightly Intet- 


6 Nowsletter No. 61 HQ Palestine confirmed 






Ne 













story and anticipated the April 17 
of Abdullah. 
reported that Musa Atami, head of the Traqui- 
supperted Arab Office, who had heen living 

Z year, had returned to the Middle 


British Intelligence 


abroad 





Liab officer 
a Al Ami's 
jons. It has 
the shelving of 
and the Le 
nt to Wing Abdi 
Al Ami’s re- 


have something 








@ that in return 
r Syria scheme, § 








hon may } 
Tas ocK 


vont visit lo ¢ 











it 
BRITISH REPRESENTATIVES PRESENT WHEN ARAB LEAGUE PROJECTED REVOLT’ 


In this communication, numbered C 
marked “top secret,” Ma. Horn wrote: 


The Arab revolt was openly projected in the 
fall of 1947 at the ¥ time when the United 
Nations were me 1 the ular Assembly 
session and discussing the Valestine issue. he 
decision to launch the revolt was made at a mect- 
Arab Le 















ene in Solar, 





ing of the Council of the 
Lebanon. 

This meeting was attended not only by the 
heads of the Arab governments constituting the 
League, the Mufti and Fawzi Kawu ji, later of 
the Arab liberation army in Palestine, but by 
Pp. A, Clayton, the British representa- 
tive in Egypt, and a number of his associates 
from Cairo and Jerusalem, Tt was at this meet- 
ing that the formation of a so-called volunteer 
force for the liberation of Palestine was decided 
upon, as against the use of regular troops of the 
Arab governments. The dec ion to substitute 
go-called yolunteer forces for the regular armies 
was adopted under the influence of Brigadier 
Clayton and his associ 

The Arab League was fact first projected 
in 1943 by Brigadier Clayton who was able to 
convince Anthony Eden, then Foreign Minister 
of England, of its usefulness. The League was 
formed in 1945 and Brigadier Clayton continues 
to be the only non-Moslem who regularly attends 
the meetings of the Arab League. 

The participation of British representatives in 
Arab League meetings was confirmed by Richard 
Hf, 8. Crossman, British M.P. in the House of 
Commons on December 11, 1947. He said: 





Brigadie 





















“British diplomacy has, alas concentrated 
Arab attention to the Zionist issue. At meet- 
ings of the Arab League British representa- 
tives have been in attendance regularly even 
when the most violent anti-Jewish actions were 
approved. We are now suffering the conse- 
quences of creating the Arab Leagne on the 
basis of a single programme of denying a Jew- 
ish state to the Jews.” 











Arabs Careful Not to Attack the British 








On Mareh 6, 1948, E. D. Horn, acting for the 
Chief Secretary of Palestine, addressed a com- 
munication to the District Commissioner of Jeru- 
salem, copies of which were dispatched to all 
district commissioner, sking them to request. 
Arab leaders to see to it that the foreign soldiers 
in Palestine remained as unobtrusive as possible. 





instructions not to fight the British, Vortnightlyy 


















































. 749, an 


“It is the opinion of the Committee that 
development greatly increases the risk 

a taking place between these persons ang 
urity forces at 
you will take whatever steps ave possible tg 
bving this danger to the notice of Arab leader, 
who would be well advis : 
foreign soldiers remain as unobtrusive as poge 
sible.” 











done Invaders 


British Intelligence in Palestine is authority 
for the statement that the Arabs have carefull 


Intelligence Newsletter No. 61 of Pebruary 18 
1948, issued by Hq. British Troops in Palestin 
reported that the Arab irregulars are “anxious 
to avoid being involved with the British troops, 
in fact, they have orders to surrender rather than | 
fight their way out if challenged by British 
troops.” 1 

The Fortnightly Intelligence Newsletter No 
62, Hq. Palestine, dated February 27, 1048, furs 
ther says: 





“Phe Arab leaders are anxious not to aggra 
vate the British in any way but the question] 
ig whether so many men, possibly ten thous 
sand of them at present in this country, with 
their bitter hatred of the Jews and their excl 
able character, whose sole raison d’etre is the 
killing of Jews, can hold themselves in chet 
until the British forces have quitted.” 





In proof of this careful Arab attitude, 
Fortnightly Intelligence Newsletter No. 63 dated 
March 12, by the Hq. British Troops in Palestint 
reported the following: 4 


“18. On three different occasions, th 
car and escort were attacked in the vi 
Bab cl Wad on the Jerusalem-Jatta road. 
the first occasion a Brigadier traveling frou 
Sarafand to Jerusalem in the car was sho! 
and a bullet penetrated the bonnet. On 
second occasion the car was hit three time 
once through the door, once through the ¥ 
dow and once through the petrol tank. #9 
tunately there were no passengers and no “6 
was hurt. Two days later the car ran into © 
line of fire when at Kilo 21 on the same 


















a Jewish convoy was engaged by fire from 
Avabs. Doctor Hussein Khalidi of the Arab 
Higher Executive told an officer of this Head- 
quarters that in his opinion the car had not. 
been attacked by Arabs as they had heen in- 
structed to avoid conflict with the Security 





On April 10 the Palestine Commission of the 
United Nations, in its report to the General 
Assembly, stated that violence in Palestine as 
(of April 3 has resulted in 6,187 killed and 
wounded, including 121 British dead, 309 
wounded ; 959 Arabs dead, 2,118 wounded; 
Jews dead, 1,858 wounded, 
The casualties were inflicted in the course of 
Arab attacks and Jewish reprisals, Responsi- 
bility for the violence rests in chief part on some 
10,000 Arab invaders who haye entered Palestine 
as members of the Arab Army of Liberation 
formed by the Arab League and representing in- 
cursions from Egypt, Syria, Lebanon, Traq, and 
‘Mransjordan, and upon members of the Trans- 
Jordan Arab Legion, units of which are stationed 
BP in Palestine. 
or No. me The 1 government, which maintains a 
BH mMmber of liaison officers with the Pale 





ST5 


ightly 
ry 13,4 
esting, | 
nxious 
YOODS, | 


















Bri 
stine Com- 
hhission, has reported to that Commission only 
fix incursions involving small numbers, And it 
phas offered ag the excuse for nof stopping these 
mewrsions the length of the frontier, the difit- 
Mult nature of the terrain, and therefore the im- 
i of one hundred percent 





¥ 
aggras if 
restion | 






} frontier 
Control. 














ret British Rej 





ts Give Full Data 
Te fae is, however, {hat the British ave fully 


are of every incursion of foreign invaders and 
exact deployment. 


This is indicated in the 

Ports of British Military Intelligence in P¢ 
8nd the Middle East. A few typical excerpts 
these reports indicate as 
Mnary 





Ues- 


early as last 
wy the full knowledge of British Military 
ligence, and therefore of the Palestine a 
“tration, the British Colonial Office, and the 
sh Poveien Office, 





Teport on Arab infilty 
Dery 30, 1948, in the 
Isletitoy 


an The main item of interest is undoubt- 
y pus arrival of Arab bands from outside 
Stine. ‘The figures have varied cor 


ation was offered on 
Portuighily Intelligence 


No. 60, issued hy HQ Palestine: 








Forces. A phone call received by this Head- 
quarters from a person who claimed to be 
Abdul Kadir el Husseini, denied that Arabs 
had fired at the G.O. car. Arabs held great 
respect for the British and especially the 
G.O.C., the speaker claimed.” 





Iv 
BRITISH KNOW EVERY ARAB INVASION PLAN 


ably, but it is thought that they can be put at: 
between 1,000 and 1,500. ‘They ave almost 
certainly members of Fawzi Qau Yarmuk 
Division, to which reference hag been made in 
previous newsletters. Contrary to numerous 
rumors, however, Fawzi himself has not en- 
tered Palestine. Tle he stated that 















like a th fi 
1d that he w 


On February 13, 1948, the Portnightly Intell 
gence Newsletter No. 61, issued by 11Q British 
Troops in Palestine, reported: 

“More and more Arab ivvegulars 
crossed the Syrian and Lebane 
moved into villages in the 
Galilee hills.” 


have 
se borders and 
Safed area and th. 





Reports Detailed 
Tnyasion Plan 

On March 5, in a secret report entitled “Intelli- 
gence Summary No, 68,” by the Sixth Airborne 
Division, a detailed record of the Ar 
was presented, 


al invasion 


“12, The infiltration of Arab bands from 
the neighbouring Arab States is continuing, 
and an Arab source thought reliable has esti- 
mated the strength of the Arab Libe ution 
Army in Samar as being approx mately 
5,000, organized into four detachments: 

“(ay 8 
urive and ated in the Jenin sub 
district with its Teadquarters at Sir 179196 

“(b) Cup Bors 

hattle of the Horns 








Yarmu 





This was the first to 












v: (Named after the 
Muttin 1187), located 


in the TULKARM sub-district and reported to 


be commanded by an Jvaqi named Nasuen 
Buy. 


HUSSEIN : 





(Probably named 
cceupying the Tunas area 
Dut believed to be ‘ncomplete. This detach- 
ment is said to be equipped with a British 
type rifle, and to be about 800 strong at 
present. 









: Composed of about 

f ther draft of 300 is expected 
Phis detachment is commanded by 
ntain of the Syrian Regular Army, 
and is reported to be moving into the hills 
to the west of Nablus. 





“Whilst the main Arab Forces are located 
in the Nablns-Jenin-Tulkarm area, it is known 
that a strong force is being built up in the 
Galilee hills and further reports have heen re- 
ceived of the movement of small Arab bands 
across the Lebanese frontier into the villages 
of Upper Galilee. 








According to a reliable source, approxi- 
mately 1,000 men crossed the Transjordan and 
Lebanese frontiers into Palestine on 25 Febru- 
ary in 100 trucks. These A 





ab irregulars are 
reported to be dressed in American type battle 
dvess with orange hattas. One detachment of 
some 500 men went to the Nablus area via 
Tubas, and was received by members of the 
National Committee. A parade was beld in 
their honour attended by Arab Scouts and 
Youth Organizations. More than 10,000 local 
Arabs are said to have been present, and th 
Mayor of Nablus and the President of the N 
tional Committee both made short addresses 
to the assembly. Mohd Saffar, Arab Com- 
mander in the Nablus ar then lectured this 
detachment of newly-arrived irregulars in the 
Palestine Hotel, Nablus. Following this ad- 
dress which lasted for two hours, the group is 
reported to have left for the Beisan area where 
the report states, they will be used in attacks 
on Jewish colonies ch are expected to take 
place in the near future. 

“14, The second detachment, also of ap- 
proximately 500, are reported to have crossed 
the Lebanese frontier in the area of Bint Jhall 
190280 where they were met by high-ranking 
officers in the ‘National Liberation Army.’ 
This detachment later dispersed into villages 
in the Upper Galilee are’ The report indi- 
cates that these 2 contingents are the most 
well-equipped to cross the frontier to date, 
hey are armed with rifles, Brens and other 
automa weapons, and heavier type gun of 
unspecified calibre for use in the hills, Bach 
man is said to be carrying arms sufficient for 
two persons, as the band is hoping to be be sked 
up by local guerrillas who will be recruited 
throughout the area. The leader of the force 
is an Iraqi officer, who informed local leaders 
in the Acre sub-district that the detachment 
would remain in the villages in Galilee as a 
foree available for defence, until orders are 
yeceived from the Arab Liberation Army Head- 
quarters in Damascus to start the offensive.” 



















































British Reveal Kawukji’s Entry Into Palestine 
On March 12, Fortnightly Intelligence News- 
letter No. 63, issued by Hq. British Troops in 
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Palestine, supplemented his report with the ‘ 
lowing : 


“18, ne arrival in Samaria of Bay 
Qauqji is definitely confirmed, but he ig py 
lieved to be paying a short visit only this tin, 
We has indicated his desire not to emban 
{ho anthorities in any way, but when in Traqe 
jordan recently it was reported that he talkey | 
about renew activity against Jewish settle | 
ments, pos! ibly with the intention of influeng 
ing the UN Securit Council, It has not yet 
been confirmed which route he used to enter | 
Palestine although strong rumor has it that 
he came across Allenby bridge at night,” 






































German Officers and Jugoslay Moslems Join 


rmy 











Liberation / 


On January 19, C. 'T. Evans, the District Com 
missioner for the Galilee I riet, wrote to the 
Chief Secretary of Palestine, Sir Henry Guerney, 
that the training of the Arab liberation army {g 
by Enropean volunteers and that, in fact, one of | 
the incursions was led by a German officer, In 
this connection, Mr, Evans wrote: 








“There ig no doubt that well equipped vol 
unteers are coming across the Lebanese fron 
tier and bivyouacking in Palestine in such 
inaccessible places as Wadi IXkurn. ‘They appear 
to be bound mainly to Jaffa and that such local 
Arabs trying to join have been turned away, 
The yolunteers are not coming down on the 
yillages for provisioning. 

“Tt ed that European volunteers are 

ue nto ae 

Lebanon 88 | 
as a 
rties who have 
SL SN ae 
tated to have been Jed 








8 repo 


by a German officer. 


On March 12, in the Portnightly Newsletter 
No. 63, issued by the HQ British Troops in pales — 
tine, the British revealed the presence in valet | 
tine of non-Arab volunteers as members of the 
Arab liberation army, including German offieé 
and Yugoslav Moslems. The report, declare’ 


“11, An observer of the Arab seene in Pal 
tine has given an appreciation of the non-Ara 
yolunteers who have been working with Arg 
jn Palestine owing to allegiance to the Mui 
stly there are the Jugosliv Moslems, 
mated at less than a dozen in number who 
attached to Abdul Qadir Al Hussein 
Jerusalem arca. They have had exper 
warfare and have expert knowledge of Ut 
ground activities. Their number is almost ¢ 
tain to be increased later. ‘Then there are ty 
or four German Officers ‘attached to Shi 
Hassan Salameh in areas around 





































Lydda. One popular rumor has it that they are 
survivors of the Germans who parachuted down 
during the last war in the Jericho region to 











contact Salameh, with whom they have kept in 
since, 





touch ever These Germans refuse to 
“meet any British volunteers. Thirdly, there 
are constant rumors of some British nationals, 
put little or nothing is known about them.** 





“12. The infiltration of the Arab Liberation 
Army into Palestine continues, particularly in 
the Ras el Ain area* and J: where the new 
commander, Abdel Bey ned Din, who took 
over from Abdul Wahab Bey when ‘the latter 
went to Syria, probably has some 1,500 regu: 
Jars under his command. ‘The Jaffa-Lel Aviv 
struggle has already entered a new ph , the 
Arabs having adopted a plan of attack as 
opposed to their former pelicy of defence,” 






























British Know Every Detail of Invaders? 





Deployment 


On March 19, B Intelligence put out a 
document on the Arab liberation army det ailing 
its location in every area of Palestine, its num- 
bers, and its command as follows: 


—ARAB LIBERATION ARMY — 





iuerney, 
army ig” 








‘ped vole 
e from: 
in such | 
y appear 

ich local 

od awayy 
1 on the 








Information as at 19.38.48 


General :—G.0.0, 





Gen. Ismail Safwat Pasha, 
formerly Deputy Chief of 
Stall to the Iraqi 
H.Q. Damascus. 









Army. 


teers are | 
vunon a6” 
ho have 


Commands in Palestine :— 


North Pal: 





0.0. Fawzt At Kauxai Bry. 
2. i/e. Moup Bry Ag Sara, 
East Pal: 0.0. 
West Pal 


AnpuL Qapm Hussrrnt. 
O.C, Surnc Hassa 


° 





nysletter 
in Paleo 
in Palew 
s of the = 
u officers 
jeclares 





i/e a German Engineer 
Officer. 

Acting 0.C. Col, 
Sudanese. 






South Pal: Tarik Bey, a 


Detail— 


in Paless 
non-Arab 
ih Arabs 
ve Muftt 
ms, ¢8 
» who arty 
ai in the” 
rience IR) 











North Pal: 


Porces at present in this avea are mainly con- 
p entrated in the SAMARIA district. 
four regiments, 4 








They co 





ich of two or three battalions. 
otal stro ugth is reported as about 4,000. The 
APAD-NAzARerH-ACRH area does not seem to | 
®arrisoned hy ALL.A. trooy 

ae 


ve 
1s, but is used hy troops 
Attacks in this area would appear to 


F the water pipe fine to Je 






lem, mined by 





bs 





spit this, Forcign Minister Bevin still says he has no 
Sdge of non-Arab fighters in Palestine, 


Ad 


be the work of local gangs or troops on sorties 
from Syria. 
" YARMUK Regt—0O.C. Mop Bry 
Lebanese, 

Cocated in the JeNIN area with an TH, Q. at Sm 
179176. Responsible for the attack on Trrar 
TsEvr on 16 February. 


As Sara, 


Turrrin Regt.—0O.C, Nasurp Bry, 

Located in the area south of Tu LKARM, with a 
battalion 600 strong under an Traqi at Ras 
AIN 144167, Responsible for the attack on Mac 
pinb 141 174. 

Tusswin Regt.--O.0, Anpun Wattan, 

Located North of Tunkarm, with an H.Q. at 
ATT Responsible for the attack on 
MaArvavs 15282070 on 28 February. 














CIRCASSIAN Regt. —O.C, 
Located in the NanLus area. 
made no attacks as yet. 


Past Pal: 


TssAn Buy, 


Reported to have 





Forces are mainly in the Jurusanma area. 
They consist of IWussHiNt gangsters and do not 
appear to be properly organised or disciplined, 

West t Pal: 


Area corresponds to the Civil District of 
Lyppa together with that part of the Gaza Dis- 
trict North of a line AL Magnan 111119 to 
PaLusa 126114, 

APPA avea—O.C, Lt. Col. 
Bry. 


AbrL Nsagm Ap Din 


Strength reported to be more than 2,000 men, 
possibly part of the Yanauc Regt. This garri- 
son includes YuGosnavs trained in sabotage, 
TAMLE area, 

Strength two battalions of 500 men, each com- 
manded by an Iraqi Captain. One battalion .Q. 


reported at 13671504; the other at SALAMA vile 
da 





Sonth Pal: 





HQ. of the district is at Mucuagr camp 091092. 
JULIS area, 
1,000 men reported to be forming up at Juris 
ee 119122, which is at present commanded by 
Capt. Iprarum Ispar, a Svrian. 
he used as a hase hospital. 





Phis area may 


GAZA arca—Musrara AL WaAKIL bn, an Dgyptian 
unit, is at Gaza air field 199198, 
ported at Maqrrazt. 

A training camp is in 


200 men are re- 


the process of being 
established at Nani Husetn 108118. 


ARAB LEGION CANNOT MOVE WITHOUT BRITISH SIGNAL 


On December 12, 1947, Foreign Minister Bevin 
told the House of Commons that the units of the 
Transjordan Arab Legi would be withdrawn 
from: Palestine. He 












said: 





5 a question about the Arab 
Legion, I should explain that this is a Force 
which owes allegiance to the King of Trans- 
jordan, but units of it have, for some time, 
been serving under the orders of the British 
. O. C. in accordance with a long standing 
with King Abdullah. It has 
led that all these units will be with- 
wn from Palestine at the same time the 
withdrawal of the British Forces. That with- 
drawal will be completed when the withdrawal 
of the British Forces is completed.” 
















British Promise to Withdraw Arab Legion 


om Pa 










lestine 





But on April 16, these units numbering some 
thousands were still in Palestine, encamped near 
the units of Arab invading forces, still en- 
gaged in a series of unprovoked aggressions on 
peaceful Jewish residents and passer On 
that date Sir Alexander Cadogan told the Secur- 
ity Council: “We have already announced that 
the units of the Arab League in Palestine will 
be withdrawn before the Mandate comes to an 
end.” 

The following day, however, on April 17, I 
Abdullah of Transjordan announced that 














he 


would send his Arab Legion into Palestine to 





help the Arabs, and was seconded by his Poreign 
Minister, a threat which has since been repeated. 
On April 26, King Abdullah announced that on 
May 1st he would march into Palestine in per- 
sonal command of the armies of Transjordan, 
Syria and Lebanon. 

Could Abdullah carry out his threat 
without British knowledge and consent? The 
facts show that Transjordan is a military ap- 
pendage of the British and could not act without 
their knowledge and consent, 

The Arab Legion, regarded as the finest mili- 
tary force in the Middle East, is under the com- 
mand of a Britisher, Brigadier J. B. Glubb. The 
Legion is organized, trained, officered, and paid 
for by the British government at a cost of more 
than $7,500,000 annually, Nonetheless, Foreign 
Minister Bevin told the House of Commons on 
April 28: 








King 
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“Tam not going to be drawn into promi 
and commitments about the Transjordan Poyeg 
until I know the final decision of the U.N, on 
Palestine.” 4 





Do the Br b Legion? 








The first partition of Palestine took place 
1922 when the British separated Transjordag) 
from it. In January 1946, Great Britain, witht 
out the consent of the United Nations, announced: 
the independence of Trausjordan which, sineg” 
1922, had been governed under the Palesting 
Mandate. 

On March 22, 1946, the British Government |) 
announced the conclusion of a Treaty of Allianeg 
with Lransjordan, which recognized Transjordan 
as an independent Kingdom, and the Emir Abe i 
duliah ag its sovereign, In an annex to the! 
‘Treaty, provision was made for British bases in) 
Transjordan and the training of the armed 77 
forces of that country by British military per 
sonnel, 

On March 15, 1948 a new Treaty of Alliance 
was signed between 'Transjordan and Great 
Britain. Under the new Treaty, Britain con 
tinues its anuual grant for the maintenance of, 
Transjordan's armed forces. Brigadier Jolmy 
Bagot Glubb, commander of the Transjordany 
Avab Legion, retains his post under King Abe 
dullah. The British are responsible as well for 
equipping the Legion, and supply, in addition to7 
Brigadier Glubb, more than 40 British sento 











| the Br 


Under the Ma 


Treaty 





} 
oh 


Transjordan, ‘Che British finance the maine 
tenance and development of airfields, ports, road 


ion, The British 





and other lines of communi 
undertake to train Transjordan Forees in thi 
Unite. Kingdom or in any British colony. I 
Transjordan joint training operations are to IY 
maintained with the British providing trainin 
personnel, ‘The British undertake to provid 
arms, ammunition, equipment, aireraft and othe 
war materials; all Transjordan war materials 4 
be standardized with that of the British. 
3ritish receive port rights. To carry out 
military alliance a permanent Joint Defent 














Board has been set up. 









On December 11, 1947 Axthur Creech Jones, 
feeretary of State for the Colonies, told the 
House of Commons: 


“Up to the date of the relinquishment of the 
Mandate the Palestine Government remains 
responsible for the security of Jerusa om and 
its Holy places.” 








nounced | 














hy sineg | Bul not even the special position of Jerusalem 

‘esting has deterred the British from sacvilicing it to its 
AB own plans for an Avab alliance, 

ernment, To be sive, soon after the pas of the 

AlManee November 29 resolution, the British government 





isjordan 
nie Abe 
< to the 
bases in 
s armed | 
rary per | 





‘ate with the 4 
Nations in drawing 





ceship Council of 
the United yup a draft statute 
for Jerusulem establishing it as an international 
city under international trusteeship. But when 
the Arab Higher Committee objected to its efforts 
on the score (bat it was implementing one of the 


did coope 



































q November 29 General Assembly resolutions, the 
Alliance: line of cooperation was dropped and suppl lanted 
Great by the line of capitulation, 


ain con 
nance of 4 
John 


Under the guise of a spurious neutrality it 
made possible a jated by the 
Arabs which have splattered the sanctity of the 
Holy City with blood. 


Thy 





sof events in 





ey 


thanks 





to British neutrality: 


1, Ben Yahuda Street, the chief commercial 
F eenter of Jewish Jerusalem, was bombed, 





2 A band of the Mutti's henchmen, calling 
itself the Arab ie Guard, could seize and 
hold with impunity the Ola ¢ 
Where the ancient shrines of all 








y of Jerusalem, 
A. Fr. it 


a the religions 
mail? 


fre to be found; and kee p 2000 Jews as hostages. 
The British have even concluded an ag 
With this band permitting 
food and ott 


he 





eement 
passage to distribute 





her supplies, 


8. ‘Thus the Arabs could bomb the offic sof 
e Jewish Agency on March di, killing 18 and 
- forty-five. 


14, 











Avabs could on April 13, within fll 
post, attack a Tadassah 
medical symbol in the 
peltse of which 76 persons were killed and 20 
pitded. ‘The casualties ine luded the Director 


the Hadassah Hospital, Dr. TL. Ya. sky, doe- 


Nhe 
taht ofa 


edical convoy fly 


svilish army 
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THE BRITISH “PROTECTION” OF JERUSALEM 


tors, nu 






and other medical personnel, as well 
as academi neluding scientists attached to 
the Ilebrew University of Mt. Scopus. 

This atiack took place within two hundred 
yards of a British Army Post. Traqi soldiers 
the Arab gangs which attacked the 
attack lasted for six hours before 
» British Military, who not only 
to halt the attack, but prevented the 
£ to the resene. 
wil 13 attack was the climax of a series 
1947, Continuous com- 
plain is and a request for protection of the road, 
seh leads to th 1¢ Hadassah Lospi and the 
rew | y, had been made by the Jewish 


Dan il of Jerusalem and by Ha- 





sta 





were amon 


convoy. Th 





the eyes 0 
failed 

















comber 30, 








livers 
Community 


a requiring protection was half a mile 
rion the Scopus Road. Between March 















26 and April 6 no incidents occurred, On De- 
cember 27 the Avab Higher Committee, and on 
January 18 ihe Palestine Arab Medieal Associa- 
tion issued memoranda asking the Arabs to re- 
frain from attacking hospitals, ambulances, doc- 





tors, nurs None the less, these attacks were 
accelerated, On March 17 Abdel Kadi el- 
Husseini, then the Arab Military Commander 


in the Jerusalem area (subsequently killed by 
the Haganah) publicly announced that he would 
occupy or even demolish the Hadassah Hebrew 
¥ Medical Center. 
Despite the full evidence concerning this, no 
effective action was taken by the British. 
On April 13 soldiers watched the 
Arab onslaught, and instrueted the Haganah not 
reinforcements. When Jewish reinforce- 
ments finally reached the scene, they were blocked 
British, When British troops ultimately 
fired mortar shells not only at 
at trying to defend them- 
Arabs, 





Univer 








British 





to send 





hy the 
intervened they 
the Arabs, but 
selves from the 

When 
the 
range 
halt M. de Reynier to the scene of 
the attack, which is not more than a 10-minute 
ride the 





Jews 


Jacques de Reynicr, representative of 
Red Cross, attempted to ar- 
took the British five and one- 


International 





a truce, it 





homrs to brin 





from heart of Jerusalem, 


Not even the events of April 13 caused the 


Brilish to safeguard the road, with the result 
that on April 24 the Hadassah Hospital had been, 
for a week, without food replenishments. 





When on April 25, the Haganah attempted to 
insure safe passage on the road and captured a 
key Arab attacking post, Sheikh Jarrah village, 
the British in force encircled the Haganah and 
compelled their evacuation, 











5. Though the Mufti’s Organization, the Arab 
Higher Committee, with its headquarters in 
Jerusalem is directing the whole operation, not 
one of its leaders has been arrested. 





On the contrary, the British have refused 
permission to the Jewish population to organize 
their own defense. 





They have blown up Jewish defense posts. 
They have advised the Jews to evacuate the 
commercial section of Jerusalem, 





The British ‘authorities are conniving at the 
starving of the Jewish population of Jerusalem, 

They have failed to protect the highways and 
refused to allow armed escorts and self-arming 
by the Jews, 


British Attack Jewa 








When the Jewish Agency told the UN Pales- 
tine Commission that the Jews of Jerusalem 
were stary vecause of Arab road blocks on the 
road from Tel-Aviv to Jerusalem, and that the 
British Government had neither offered to escort, 
food convoys nor stipulated conditions under 
which be provided, J. Tletcher 
Cooke, British Liaison with the UN Commission, 
replied on April 12, 1948 with an attack on the 
Jews. 





escort might 


He said: 


“It should be emphasized again that the 
problem is not one of food shortage in Pales- 
tine as a whole, The Government of Palestine 
has reported that there is food available in 
Palestine to maintain the necessary supplies 
for Jerusalem. The problem is entirely one of 
the transport of this food from the ports to 
Jerusalem. 








“It may be added that transport by rail to 
Jerusalem is ruled out because, even if trains 
sneceeded in escaping Arab attacks or sabotage 
en route, the railway station at Jerusalem is 
in a predominantly Arab area, and the Arabs 
would not permit off-loading of food destined 
for the Jews. Any attempt to do this would 
result in a major engagement,” 
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He then proceeded to place the blame 01 
Jews. 


“(2) Very early in the disturbances wh 
have occurred in Palestine since 29 Novemh 
1917, attacks on traffic using this roaq 
made by both Jews and Arabs. Tt ig dit 
to say who initiated these attacks, bug jg: 
fairly certain that firing action was firgt taki 
by the Jews after their vehicles had b 
stoned by Arabs in Ramleh, 









“(3) The situation then developed into, 


fight for control of the road. The Arabs, 
doubt in order to facilitate action by th 
troops, withdrew all their own vehicles fpoq 





istan 
During December certain escorts were pro 
vided by the Army and the Police; but it be 
came the Jewish practice to produce at the 
conyoy rendezvous more vehicles than had beep 
arranged for, with the result that the esceoy 
provided was insufficient. The blame for th 
was laid by the Jews on the Government of 
Palestine.” 











through because of “the employment by Jews o} 
Jong slow columns of armoured and unarmoured 
vehicles.” 





The British representative also disclosed any 
attempt to get Arab permission for Jewish food 
convoys, “provided nothing but food was cal 
ried; that Jewish accompanying personnel were | 
reduced to a minimum and that convoys were) 
subject to search at some selected point.” P 





Ir, Fletcher Cooke was greatly surprised that 
Jewish Agency officials refused this offer of 
capitulation to the Arabs. 





British Draft Capitulation Under Truce Guise 





Last month the British were agents for amt 
other proposal for capitulation by the Jews. Mr 
R. Graves, nominated by the Palestine govertg 
ment as the Chairman of the Municipal Commis: 
sion of Jerusalem, drafted a peace project for 
Jerusalem, later amended by Sir Henry Gurney 
the Chief Secretary of Palestine. 

This peace project proposed that “all armed 
men should leave the portion of the Old Ci 
occupied by Orthodox Jews whose safety would 
be guaranteed by the Arabs if this were done 
And the old Montefiore quarter should be si 
larly, evacuated by all armed men and place 















nder the protection of British forces and the 
0 

municipality.” 

Other provisions of the plan were: 


«(a) Each Community should for the time 
peing restrict the movement of its members to 
jts own areas which will be policed by its own 
members of the Municipal Police Force. 











«(b) Hach Community should solemnly un- 
dertake not to attack the other hy sending 
armed men info that Community's area or by 
firing fvom one area into another, 





«(c) Hach Community should bind itself to 
exerc the utmost self-vestraint, and control 
the violent elements in its mids 


«(a) 


yetaliation 
jh more di 








Each Community should refrain from 
and reprisals, which can only make 
icilt for the leaders of either Com- 
munity to prevent further attacks x nd counter: 
reprisals, ‘This recommendation is the most 
difficult of fulfilment, but it is the most im- 
portant of all. 

















“(e) Each Community should fully respect 
all vehicles carrying the Red Cross, Red Cres- 
cent or Red Shield, and should undertake that 
any such vehicle would not be used for any 
purpose not authorised by these signs. 


“(f{) Passage by members of one Community 
through the territory of the other would be 
permitted in the case of funeral parties or re- 
yictnalling parties under a flag of truce. A 
minimum number of omnibuses should be per- 
mitted to operate. 














“(g) No armed men should be permitted to 
live wilhin any area reserved for the other 
Community.” 


On March 9 My. Graves told the Chief Seere- 
tary, Sir Henry Gurney: 


“{ have the honour to inform you that T 
have handed copies of my Peace Project for 
Jerusalem as amended hy you, and with a few 
minor additions, to Dr. Hussein Khalidi, Sei 
retary of the Arab Higher Committee, and Mr. 
David Ben Gurion, Chairman of the Execu- 
tive Committee the Jewish Agency for 
Palestine, 














of 





‘ 
























Dr. Khalidi was very polite and thanked 
ne for my initiative, promi ir t the 
Project to his Executive. He sent me 
letter, of which J enclose a « ting that 
he and the Higher Exeeutive cous that the 
Arangements contemplated ar eat 

nt stage. 
saw Mr. Ben Gurion yesterday and 
the Project which had heen in his 
tands for a few day. 
“4. Me disagreed with the number and the 
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variety of the clauses, and would not accept 
the proposal that the Jews of the Old City 
should be guaranteed by the Arabs after the 
withdrawal of the Taganah which he said was 
insulting to. Jewry, and considered that the 
proposed restriction of Jews to Jewish areas 
and Arabs to Arab areas was undesirable and 
offensive to both Communities. 





Ifowever, he said that he and the Yishuv 
were very anxious for the peace of Jerusalem 
aad were prepared to undertake that nota shot 
would be jired hy any Jew in the City for a 
speciiied agreed period—a week, a month or a 
year—if the Arabs would make and observe a 
similar undertaking. When I mentioned that 
ight have some difficulty in making Jewish 
ents comply with such an undertaking, 
he said that he would be able to do so. 

























“6G. T promised to convey his views to the 
ab Higher Execntive.” 





The Breakdown of the Jerusalem Water Supply 


On April .8, 1948 an Arab mine blew up the 
main water pipeline to Jerusalem at Ras-el-Ain, 
For seven how's water flooded the fields. The 
line was finally repaired by the Haganah and 
British army engineers, 

The British authorities claimed that the de- 
struction of the pipeline was accidental and that 
the Arabs did not know that the pipeline passed 
under the road at the point where the mining 
ration took place. 





But the revelations of Brit- 
March 12 contradicts the 





ish Intelli 





nee on 





1 assertion, 


Until the eid of World War I Jerusalem was 
dependent upon wells and cisterns. After World 
War T Jerusalem began to bring its water from 
two nearby sources, Solomon’s Pools, south of 
Bethlehem, and the spring of Ein Farah, si 
rom Jerusalem. In 1937, to meet the needs 
of a growing population, the Palestine govern- 
ment built a pipeline bringing water from the 
coastal plain, Ras-el-Ain, forty miles from Jeru- 
salem, which was pumped through the hills to 
Se Jem and supplies Jerusalem with 1,500,000 
cubic metres of water annually, 








nD 








he pip 
tory. 


sline runs entirely through Arab terri- 
Part of the area through which the pipe- 
was captured by the Jews, but a 20-mile 
section from Ras-el-Ain to Bab el Wad remains 
Arab control, exposing the pipeline to 
continuous danger of being cut. 


line ru 








The chief victim of an interruption of the water 
supply would be the Jewish community of Jeru- 
salem. Most of the Arabs in Jerusalem have 
cisterns and wells. 


But the fact of the matter is that the threat to 
the Jerusalem water supply has been so serious 
and constant that as far back as January 1948 
negotiations were begun by the Chairman of the 
Municipal Commission, Mr. 2. 
effort the ws 
Ultimately the station at Ras-el-Ain was aban- 
doned to Iraqi armed troops which took over the 
And Mr, 





N. Graves, in an 


to safeguard 





er supply station, 





military camp there. Graves withdrew 


MU! 





On April 22, the city of Haifa was captured by 
the Haganah and the Arabs sued for peace. That 
same afternoon the representative of Syria, Paris 
el-Khouri, complained to the Political Committee 
of the General Assembly of the United 
at ss concerning what he called the 
massacre of Arabs, But the fact is that it was 
the Mufti, Chairman of the Arab Higher Com- 
mittee, who prevented Taifa from being declared 
an open city. Anditis the British Intelligence in 
Palestine which is the authority for that state- 
ment, 


Vations 





Lake Succ 











Nor did the British make any attempt to assure 
this even though as far back as December, Creech 
Jones in the House of Commons, anticipated dis- 
turbances in that city. 

In its Fortnightly Newsletter No. 61, dated 
February 18, 1948, the British Intelligence re- 
ported the Arab effort to make Haifa an open 
city. 





“foward the end of January 

 Senting all classes of Arabs 
by Archbishop Vlakim, visited the Mufti in 
Cairo with the intention, it was rumored, of 
obtaining support for a plan to declare Haifa 
an ‘open city.” It was unsuccessful. (How- 
ever, it is learned that all sections of the Arab 
community have been placed under the com- 
mand of the Haifa Arab national committee, 
who feel that it is in their own interest to main- 
tain peace in the city for as long possible. 
This, and the fact that the moneyed Jewish 
community in Ifaifa wishes for peace, provides 
some grounds for the hope that order may be 
maintained there for some time. Both com- 
s are well armed and tension of course 
The situation depends entirely upon 
the control the leaders of both factions are able 
to maintain over their more irresponsible fol- 
lowers. )”” 







a delegation repre- 
rom THaifa, headed 



































On April 24, Sir Alexander Cadogan told the 
Security Council that the Syrian charges were 
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his demands for protection when the Lydda 
District Commissioner and the military com. 
mander of the South Palestine District explaing 
that security forces were not inclined to rive 
them out by force and the Haganah probably’ 
contd not do so. 

Doday 








, the sole deterrent to another attack on 
the pipeline is the supposed desire of the Arabg te 
maintain the water supply for their own use, 








iD AN OPEN CITY 


without justification and that in fact only about 
100 Arabs had been killed 
Prom Jerusalem, Sir Allan Cunningham, Brit 
Commissioner, informed the British 
Yoreign Office that the attacks had been started 
by the Arabs and that the charges of massacre 
were untrue. ‘The exoneration of the Haganah by 
the British represented the first such action in 
recent disturbances in Palestine, 
The fact is that Haifa had been one of the areas 
Palestine where the most friendly relations 
existed between Jews and Arabs, not only during 
the recent conflict, but as a matter of record even 
during the 1936-1939 disturbances, 
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in 


The most recent disturbances in Haifa are due 
to the incursion of foreign Arabs. ‘These foreign 
Arabs conducted a continuous warfare, attacking 
the Jewish residential area and Jewish traffic, 
inviting Jewish retaliation, 

The Commander of the Haifa Legion, until he 
was killed, actually was a Lieutenant in the 
Transjordan Arab Legion and his identity card 
is produced elsewhere in this document, On 
March 9, 1948, an advertisement by him appeared 
in Al Urduni Amman daily. The advertisement 
declared : 








“Muhammed Bay el Hamad, Commander of 
the Haifa region announces that he is prepare 
to accept volunteers of all ranks who have pre 
viously served in the Arab Legion or the Trans — 
jordan frontier Force. The registration 0 
such volunteers will take place in Haifa.” 





The presence of Germans and Nazis in they 
Arab ranks in Haifa was revealed by the Hagan 
in the truce terms which it laid down. hes? 
truce terms asked for the deportation of all fo 
eign Arab fighters from Haifa and the handing) 
over to the British military authorities of a4 
Germans and Nazis in Arab ranks. Five Na# 
































were handed over. The safety of all citizens was 
“guaranteed by the Haganah which asked for the 
laying down of arms and the surrender of them 
§ to the Jews, as well as a 24-hour curfew in order 
o arrange for the disarming, 

The presence in Uaifa of well armed foreign 
“jnvaders, as far back as March 5, was verified 
in Intelligence Summary No. 68 of the Sixth 
Airborne Division. Reporting on the Haifa area, 
jt said: 











Haifa Area 





“At a recent meeting of Arab Commanders 
in the Haifa avea it was decided that a request 





mY: 


he sent to Syria for the assistance of a further 


100 trained strect-fighters to assist in attacks 
planned against the Jews. Pending the arrival 
of these men, Mohd Bey El Hamed, the Arab 
Commander in IHuifa, ordered that bomb at- 
tacks against the Jews were to be postponed 
for the time being, as he considered that such 
attacks would only provoke reprisals which the 
Arabs are not yet in a position to counter 
effectively. He, however, gave instructions for 
squads of nine men from the Munazzamat Fi 





ly about 





un, Brite 

British 
1 Started | 
massacre q 
nah by 
vetion in 














the areas 
relations 
y during | 
ord even | 

On February 16, in its first report on security 
to the Security Council, 
sion stated ; 





the Palestine Comm 





tare due 








foreign 
ittacking “(a) The security situation in Palestine 
h trafic, continues to he ageravated not only in the 





areas of the proposed Jewish and Arab States, 
but also in the city of Jerusalem, even in the 
Presence of British troops, 


“(e) Powerful 


until he 
in the» 
ity card | 









8, both inside 





ng the resolu- 
mt, a tion of the General Assembly and are engaged 
\ppeare Ma deliberate effort to alter by force the settle- 
‘tisement ment envisaged therein,” 


If the activity of the Arab League, comprising 
We states of Haypt, Syria, Iraq, Lebanon, Saudi- 
Arabia, Yemo 
the United 


ander of | 
prepared 
have pre qj 
ie Tran® 9 


n and Transjordan, all members of 
Nations except Transjordan, wi 





ne 














ution of WP" sutticiont evidence that the Arab States as 

ifa”  @ Mh are in revolt against the November 29th 
i a Melsion of the General Assembly, British Intelli- 

s in the e reports offer proof of the support by Arab 

ragen@lMMMOrernments of the armed inven f Palesti 
‘phesd 2 8 of the armed invasion ‘of Palestine 

q so-called Arab Army of Liberation, 

f all for ° 

handing Thus the Weekly Intelligence Report No. 45, 

ayot ted on January 16, 1948 by the LQ British 

ve Naas “sin (he Middle Bast (M. BW. 1b. 7.) re 
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Divaya (Arab Commando Organisation) to be 
formed to carry out attacks against Jewish 
traflic onthe roads leading out of Haifa, Three 
taxis are reported to haye been allocated for 
this purpose. The ‘Commandos’ are said to be 
armed with Stens, 'MGs and grenades, 

“urther supplies of arms and ammunition 
are known to be arriving in Haifa to replace 
those confiscated by the Army during searches 
in town, On 22 February, seven Bren guns 
together with 5,060 rounds of ammunition are 
reported to have arrived in Haifa from Damas- 
cus, and the following day 15 boxes of grenades 
and 3 machine-wuns were brought to Haifa by a 
Druze from Syvia. Considerable quantities of 
explosives and ‘Molotoy Cocktails’ are said to 
have recently arrived, together with five bom) 
experts from Syri These bomb experts are 
stated to have already prepared three bombs 
of considerable size for uge against Jewish 
targets. Several local Arabs have been at: 
tached to this group for instruction in the 
manufacture of bombs, A further report in- 
dicates that Yugoslavian bomb experts are 
en route to Haifa from Damascus to assist in 
the preparation of bombs to be used in attacks 
on Jewish quarters in the town,” 






























ported: “The training of volunteers i 
with government help and the contribution of 
material This 
report say: 





by the Lebanese government, 





“EE. Syria 
“The ‘Palestine Liberation Army’ is reported 
to be organised in four divisions’, though ag 
yet little is known of these beyond their 
names, which are the ‘Qiadet el Yarmuk’ (or 
Holy Battle Brigade), Haj Amin' (named 
after the Mufti), “awzi Ke 
‘Palestine Federation’, The training centre 
at Qatana outside Damascus is working to 
capacity, and there is good reason to Suppose 
that training going on in other f 
the country as well, isted by the 8: 
Army. Volunteers from universities and 
schools, probably numbering some 5,000 in 
all, are being trained in element Y military 
subjects, though thei supplies of arms ani 
equipment are at present very limited, For 
the regular forces, the Government passed, 
in December, a conscription law, whereby ali 
men over the age of 19 must do up to two 
years’ in ervice, followed by 18 years 
on the reserve. Exemption from this service 
is said to cost £1,000 but it is not known 
how many have as yet taken advantage of the 
concession,” 











aris 


















fay 


Lebanon 








“phe Lebanese contribution to the Palestine 
4yvar effort’ will, it appears, be confined to 


the m 
ttiiude of the 


than men. 






the provision of material 
Owing lo the pro-Jewish 
Lebanese Christians, who form a eonsider- 
able proportion of the population, no train- 
ing will take place in the country, but the 
of those who wish to volunteer will be 
selected and sent to the Syrian centres, ‘The 
government has ordered the C-in-O of the 
army to pure sa quantity of small arms 
and ammunition, tenders for which lave 
been invited from both Czechoslovakian and 
Belgian companies, as was done in Syria 
a month ago.” 






























The press of the Arab countries has revealed 
the recruiting regulations for the so-called 
Arab volunteers were issued-by the Syrian Min- 
; that the Syrian Prime Minister 
himself supervised the training of troops for way 
in Palestine at the Qatana Barracks in Syria; 
that the President of the Syrian Republic pre- 
sided over the mecting on February 5 at his 
official residence whete the commanders were 








ister of Defen 








appointed of the Arab forces of invasion. 
There is ample evidence, further, that the 
Beyptian government has made fimancial allo- 
cations for operations in Palestine, that it has 
allotted military barracks at TWilmiyeh and Hel- 
wan for the training of troops, and that the 
Lebanese Prime Minister announced on Feb- 









rary 
Palestine with 


5 his government’s intention to supply 








ums, money, and men, 

On Pebruary 1948, the Fortnightly Intelli- 
gence Newsletter No, 61, issued by Hq. British 
Troops in Palestine, reported on the visit of the 
Mufti, who is chairman of the Arab Higher 
Committee, with the President of Syria, and on 
his meetings with the military committee of the 
Arab League. The report detailed the decisions 
veached with respect to the military campaign 
in Palestine as follow 


















“Haj Amin el Tusseini y 


the beginning of Februar 





and had 
ebruar 









tent 
tended mecting 

Committee there, pre over by Taha el 
Husseini with Subhi el Hadra present. Further 
in the military organization of Palestine it 
was decided to divide the country into four 
major fighting zones. The Multi proposed that 
each zone should have two commanders of equal 
status, one nominated by the Arab Higher 
Executive and the other by the Arab League 
mmililary committee. Taha ec] Husseini, how- 
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ever, insisted on a single commander for eagy: 
yone and finally it was agreed that under Gen, 
eral Ismail Safwat as Commander in Chi 
Abdel Kader el Lusseini should command the: 
Jerusalem zone, Hassan Salame the Jaffa. 
Jorusalom road areas, Fawsi Kawujki_ the 
Nablus Tulkarm area and that the southern 
sector should be operated under Egypt. 4 
delegate of the Arab Higher Executive is to 
be attached to each Commander. ‘The Mutt, 
yeturned to Cairo in time for the ten-day Arab 
League Council meeting there on 7 February» 
























Low the Arab governments have gotten around 
army regulars is further revealed in 
tly Tntelligence Newsletter No, 63, 
ne, dated February 27, 1948: 






the use of 
the Portni 
HQ Pales 





“99, In Jaffa, Colonel Abdul Wahab Bey 
arrived with 100 Traqis who are said to be 
reenlar soldiers temporarily retired for the 
‘ine venture, The Colonel was formerly 

















Palestine v 
in an Iraq Tank Regiment and took part in 
the ‘Golden Square’ rebellion during the war, 
as a result of which he spent three years in 
prison, He speaks English fluently, is dis play: 
a pro-British attitude and discourages any 











ing 













Tlis presence has 
neg effect on the Jocal 
in the torees in 
lly enough the ex-gang leaders 
pl his presence 
vy governorship 








‘ia. Natu 
of the 1 Arab revolt acc 
and what amounts to milit 











with considerable reluctance. Sheikh Hassan, 





Salameh still remains in charge of the guet 


rillas in the aves 





Thus British Tntelligence challenges the claim 
on Mareh 16, 1948 of Faris el Khouri, Syrian 


delegate in the Security Council of the UL Ny | 





that “The Arab States, including Syria, have not 
interfered by taking part in these encounters” 


the Fortnightly Intel- 
reported that: 


On March 12, 1948; 
ligence Newsletter No. 


The Ar lestine Cot 
held a brief meeting in Damascus on 4 M 
to discuss the Palestine military situation 
is generally believed that as a result of t 
meeting the military situation will enter ail 
stage during the forthcoming weeks and ; 
will be in the form of increased large § 

operations. In addition the committee OF 
cussed the first aid arrangements for 
wounded, the construction of field jhospl¥ 
on the Palestine Syrian frontiers and futte 
administrative arrangements for Palestyy 
‘After this first session it was decided to 
pone the meeting of the committee in 

nitely.” : 
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“Yn contrast with the attitude of the British 
oward the Arabs and the Arab incursionists ig 
e stringent measures undertaken to prevent 
‘the Jews from getting arms, 

~ The following series of communications 
changed in the early months of 1948 are illumin- 
“ating. As this correspondence indicates, the 
j British were attempting to prevent, any possi- 
bility of the Jews receiving arms at a time when 
| no obstacles were being placed in the way of 
armed Arab incursions and attacks on’ Jewish 
Palestine: 


day Argh 
“ebruarya 





‘en aroun 
evealed jy 





“To S.P.* Taifa, 

+ “Your attention is invited to the Defence 
(Emergency) Regulations published in Pales- 
tine Gazette 164 Supplement No, 2 providing 
powers for the Port Authority to control ships 
in the territorial waters of Palestine. The 
purpose of these regulations is to deal with 
the possibility of arms smuggling to Tel-Aviv 
Port where there are only Jewish Customs 
Staff. There is reason to believe that the im- 
portation of arms and explosives through Tel- 
Aviv Port will be attempted from U, 8, and 
Yugoslay ports, It will therefore be desirable 
that ships from these ports should he required 
to discharge all cargo at Haifa only. If no 
approach has yet been made on the subject 
Tfeel that you should see the General Manager 
Pal. Riy., and perhaps the Port Manager to 
consider what steps will be necesss ry to imple- 
Ment the new legislation. 





ng " 
presence 
ernorship 

ch Hassan © 








(Sgd)  Fforde 
**AIG CID” 
“To: S.P. Haifa 2.2.48 


“Lam writing about the implementation of 
the Defence (Emergency) Regulations H 48 
| Published in Palestine Gazette 164, providing 
Powers for the Port Auth« ity to control ships 
0 the territorial waters of Palestine. (‘This 
p) Offce letter of even number dated 19/1 refers). 
“O'Sulliv n tells me that he saw you about 
IS matter last Thursday. The position, now, 
Tunderstand it, is that some ships, including 
ctican vessels, normally discharge at Break- 
prater and Stevedores are mixed Jews and 
arabs. y ly examine any such 
actually discharged, There does 
to be much opportunity for the 











gArberintendent of Police 
" Inspector General Criminal Investigation Depart- 
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STRINGENT MEASURES AGAINST THE JEWS 





evasion of Customs examination though it is 
possible for a ship lying out (and a good many 
ships have to do this) to discharge illegal cargo 
by night on to small craft and so get it ashore. 
But it appears that some ships, for recent ex- 
ample the ‘Exporter’ are allowed to proceed 
to Tel-Aviv afterwards, after first being di- 
rected to Taifa, and so get an opportunity to 
discharge ‘hot? cargo. The ‘Exporter’ dis 
charged a quantity of apples at Tel-Aviv after 
first having been directed to Haifa. Of course 
there would have been ample opportunity to 
discharge illegal arms ete. and so defeat the 
whole object of the new legislation. Surely a 
ship is not being allowed to go to Tel-Aviv once 
it has been found necessary to direct it from 
there, unless steps have been taken to ensure 
that nothing is left on board which it is not 
desired should be landed (which I very much 
doubt). 


“Would you please take up this aspect of the 
matter and let me know the outcome, 


(Sgd) [forde AIG Grp” 


“To: LG, 





Secret No, CS/755 


18/2/48 
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“Tam directed to append the follow ing extract 
from a letter received from the G 
ager, Palestine Rail 








Regulations made on 10/1. 


‘I should he grateful to know whether I 
should be in order in invoking th stance 
of the R.N. if any vessel should fail to com: 
ply with any order given by me prohibiting 
the vessel from entering any port or the 
territorial waters of Palestine, 











“The Naval authorities have been consulted 
and have indicated that in their view the pri- 
mary responsibility for enforcing compliance 
rests with the Police to whom the Port Author- 
ity should apply for assistance, if he considers 
it necessary, 


“Only in the event of the Police being unable 
to enforce compliance would the RN be pre- 
pared to intervene. The application for Naval 
assistance would be made by Police and NOT 
by the Port Authority. 


“Tam to request you to state whether you con 
cert with the procedure suggested, 


G. G. Grimwood 
for Chief Secretary” 
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me time, in the. United Nations, the 
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British are ma 


ing a concerted effort to involve 


the Jews on an equal plane with the Arabs in 


offensive violence in Vatestine has been under: 
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told the House of Commons on December: iL: 


“Phere have | 


tine since the United 


nounced, dre inginty to 


The attemy 


current violence Ww: 
which the United 
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Security Council at an informal 








ubmitted in be 


of Sir Alexander Cadogan, reveals the bias ‘uf 
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Answer 6: 


Question 7 








tory 











power: 


Yo what extent are disorders 
inside Palestine due to partic 
tion by armed elements [rom out- 
side Palestine?” 








le present series of disturb- 
ances began in December last 
ainst a background of Jewish 
ired disorder which had heen 
{ on for 24% ats, VDL 
Arabs implicated in this series of 
disturbances were originally all 
Palestinian Since then both 
Palestinian and non-Palestinian 
Arabs have been engaged.” 

















“To what extent are disorders in- 
side Palestine attributable to in- 
citement to violence from outside 
Palestine?” 





“As far as the Palestine Arabs 
are concerned, their opposition 
(o partition is spontaneous and 
universal. Inflammatory ma- 
terial has appeared in the press 
of the neighbouring Arab coun- 
tries, although the situation in 
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this respect has recently jg 
proved. On the Jewish gig 
widespread propaganda hag g 
cou 
dime in the press of the Unj 
States and ether countries py. 
persons and organisation: incits 


































































‘ the Jewish commumity tg 
violence and terrorism pringje 
pie rinst the Mandatory 


powe 





Ash 


from outside somrces to ind? 


ad whether aims are flowin 





unauthorized by the Mandatory power to possepg ! 
arms, the United Kingdom gaye the following 








1 Palestine are now” 
gnments of arms from 
le the Palestine Govern 
ment have no e& of the quantity 
and description of arms possessed by either 
side, it is their opinion that the Jews are 
better armed than the Arabs. In this connexion 7 
it will be recalled ¢ there have recently 
Deon instances of the seizure in the United 
utes by United States authorities of lange] 
mments of high explosives destined for 
Jewish organizations in Palestine, 








illicit’ con 
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et knowled 


































bility which has been | 
ation of ams by ait. 





s regards the poss 
ested of iieit impo 
craft landing in the d 
ernment consider this unlikely. Such ¢ “i 
tine importation by air would, however, be) 
icr for the Jews than for the Arabs, in View 
of the better facilities possessed by the former 
for wireless communication and for distribu, 
tion of arms after receipt.” 














Tn response to a question as to what measures 
military and civil, the British took to prevent 
the movement of hostile elements in Palestine 
from outside Palestine, the British again tr 
to implicate the Jews, putting Jewish relug 
asylum on the same plane with ar 








seekir 





Arab invader: 





“Phe principal points of entry by land 
guarded by troops or police but owing to 4 
length of the frontier and the dificult nat 
of the terrain, it is impossible for frome 
control to be one hundred per cent offect 
As regards the sea frontier, the me ives Ue 
by the mandatory authorities to prevent} 
entry of Jewish illegal immigrants are T 
known.” 






























Quite different is the attitude of the British to 
the Arabs. When asked by the United Nations 
‘whether the incursion of Arabs from neighbor- 
ing countries represents a threat to international 
peace, the representative of the British govern- 
ment replied that his government “would furnish 
F all the facts available” and the “the question of 
what constitutes a threat to the peace is for the 
‘Becurity Council to decide.” This despite the 
fact that Creech-Jones, anticipating trouble, told 
the House of Commons on December 11: “The 
Securify Council may have to be evoked by the 
United Nations Commission if insurmountable 
difficulties occurred 

And when the United Kingdom was asked to 
identify Arab personnel who have invaded Pales- 
| tine, nnd to say whether the incursions were pri- 
vately organized or are supported or encouraged 
/ by governments outside Palestine, the United 
Kingdom’s answer on March 12 was an attempted 
 exoneration of the Arabs, as the following in- 
dicates : 


Question Be 








“Has the Mandatory Power been 
able to identify personnel in- 
volved in such incursions?” 
“The information of the Palestine 
authorities regarding the origin 
of personnel involved in these in- 
cursions is derived from common 
knowle¢ available locally and 
from intelligence reports. As re- 
uds the character of these 
orces, they consist of irregular 
formations and not organised 
units of any national armed 
force.” 


Answer 2: 














“Arve these incursions privately 
organised by individuals or un- 
official groups, or ave they sup- 
ported or encouraged by Govern- 
ments outside Palestine?” 








“ILM.G, have no special informa: 
tion on this point other than that 
given in the answer to ques- 
tion 2.7 
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40 fact in February, 1948, t 











: he British were find- 
Praise for the Arab invaders as a stabi 
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BRITISH PRO ARAB BIAS 


element, offering the following proof as reported 
in the Fortnightly Intelligence Newsletter No, 
61: 


“In Nablus itself the good behavior of the 
Arab invaders is having a stabilisin. 
the untrained and excitable Pales' i 
complaint was made to them vecently that a 
lorry load of wheat had been stolen and £20 
vobbed from the driver. Ina very short time 
the lorry and load had been returned and also 
the £20, together with a further £60 which it 
was explained was the fine imposed on the 
thief. A local villager, a spectator to this trans- 
action, became a little vociferous. To hours 
later he was dead. Four Arab train robbers 
have recently been dispatched to Syria by 
Fawzi Kawukji’s men for execution.” 








On March 10, 1948, Mr. Rees-Williams, Deputy 
to Arthur Creech-Jones in the British Colonial 
Oflice, replied to questions in the House of Com- 
mons as to whether he was aware (a) that Fawzi 
Kawukji had established field headquarters in 
Palestine; (b) whether he was aware that an 
Arab liberation foree had declared martial law 
in Nablus; and (c) what the government was 
proposing to do with respect to the incursion 
of Fawzi Kawukji and his followers. He gaid: 





“The High Commissioner has informed me 
of a local rumour that Fawzi Kawukji recently 
arrived in Palestine and is in the Samaria dis- 
trict. s 


“The developments referred to by my hon. 
Friend in the Nablus area appear to be a mea- 
sure adopted by the leaders of Arab irregular 
forces to control their adherents and represent 
no attempt to replace or curtail the authority 


















of the Manda The Dis- 
triet Comm ia district con- 


s to reside in Nablus and his headquarte 
ub-district officers are functioning nor 
Palestinian members of the Police 
Force continue to perform their normal duties 
throughout the district under the supervision 
and control of British police officers. The 
District Commissioner is in a position to call 
for the assistance of such miltary forces 
may require to assert the authority of the 
power. The security forces in Pale 
continue to protect members of either 


























com- 
munity who may be threatened with attack.” 
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BRITISH SME 








ign conducted by the British 
against the Jews, since the Russian vote for par- 
tition in the Fall Assembly, has taken the form 
ng Communist infiltration, with Jewish 


The smear camp: 








of cha 
help, into Palestine. 

A striking example of this was the charge 
whieh the British Moreign Office has allowed to 
ght against the Jews in connection with 





he brou. 
the arvival in Palestine on January 1 of the Pan 
York and the Pan Crescent, two ships which 
sailed from Rumania at the end of December 
unauthorized Jewish immigrants, The 
h Foreign Office first permitted Mr. Her- 
bert L. Matthews of the New York Times to 
charge that among the 000 immigrants were 
«many Communist agents, according to official 








carryt 
Bril 











British sources.” 
The Times story dated London January 31, 
ed that “one thousand of the 15,000 immt- 
spoke Russian, belonged to militant or- 


ehe 





grant 








ganizations, Some may have been non-Jews and 
some had documents showing that they had 


served in the Soviet forces during World War TE.” 

The Times story said further that “the immi- 
grants on these vessels and the number of others 
{hat sailed earlier from the Black Sea were col- 
lected and sent toward Palestine with the knowl 
edge, and sometimes with the active connivance, 
of the Soviet Union and its satellites, according 





to British officials.” 

Later the British Foreign Office said the same 
thing. When this story first appeared Sir Godfrey 
Collins, Commissioner for the Jewish imm 





tion camps in Gyprus, said he had no informa- 
tion on the subject. Subsequently, on Tebra- 
avy 5, the British Morcign Office and Colonial 
Office queried Godfrey, and a London dis- 
patch to the Times on February 5 stated that Sir 
Godfrey had denied that he had stated that 
there were no Communist agents aboard the 
ships. But a few days later he repeated he had 
no information on Communist agents. 

Actually the top seeret report of the British 
representative Captain Linklater who  super- 
vised the disembarkment of the refugees at 
Cyprus said, [in a preliminary report—marked 
“preliminary” only because of the size of the 
disembarkment—dated January 2, 1948] 

















AR CAMPAIGN SHOWN BY OFFICIAL RECORDS 





































“TF any large guerrilla groups of Communtg 
exist among the Russian speakers of this shij 
ment, they are either still on board or else hay 
arrived unarmed and without documentations 


And Captain Linklater further explained; 


“Extremely large uwnbers of private do 
ments, related to individual points of 
journey, were taken from the Jews as th 
passed through the security screen at the ree 
tion cunp, thereby showing a high breakdoy 
in Jewish security. In addition to this a num 
ber of passengers were willing to discuss q 

tails 265 
portance were found.” 











The Pan York, Pan Crescent story is revelatoy 
of the lengths to which the British are prepa 
to go tosmear the Jews. As soon as the boats had 
left Balkan waters, British officials sent a cable 
to their Intelligence officers in Palestine stating i 
that the British surmise that Communists are 
aboard. i 

AAs a result, when the boats landed at Cyprus, 
for the first time in the history of Cyprus, bag 
gage and documents of the refugees aboard 
boats were searched, 








The flimsy evidence on which the charg 
against the Jews was based is revealed in tl 


following partial record of Captain Linklater 
Ne 





Top Secret 





Preliminary Report on the Disembarkation from 
the Pan Ships, York and Crescent 


General 


1. A peculiar disembarkation of some 15,3 Qo 
Rumanian Jews began at about 1000 hours 0 
1 January 48 in Famagusta Harbour when the # 
Panamanian vessels Pan York and Crescé 
which had been bound for the shores of Palestlt 





CYprus cree 


Passengers 


4. Rather like the previous illegal Jew 
ships which sailed under Soviet auspices from 
Bulgarian port, the Pan York and Crescent & 
tained a load drawn almost entirely 0 
Rumania and differed at least in this way 7% 




















other illegal immigrant vessels which usually 
contain a mixed bag of European Jews. t is 
also noticeable yet once again that the passengers 
have apparently been evacuated from Rumania 
by complete fami including aged grand- 
parents and very young children. In many cases 
these families were split up between the 2 ships. 








munis 
Mis shi 

5. The highest proportion of children in the 
past year was contained in these ships and the 
Joad was almost equally divided between men, 
women and children, some of whom however 
may later he counted as adult by the Jewish 
Agency representatives, Lhe Pan York alone car- 





as the a 700 childre ay the age of 5 
fe recep. ried 700 children under the age of 5. 
akdown 6. The passengers were small businessmen, 


sa num 
cuss der 
ling im. 





shopkeepers, professional lawyers and doctors 
and they carried large quantities of baggage. 
The Haganah authorities in Rumania had al- 
lowed them to carry up to 20 kilos of baggage 
each, but there was no form of weight control 
and this allowance was frequently exceeded, 
They were well dressed, Only very few turmed 
up in rags and empty-handed, Most of them were 
small, rather fat and complacent. They nearly 
all spoke Rumanian, Yiddish and French and 
German. Those who did not speak Rumanian, 
spoke Russian and claimed to come from Tes: 
sarabia. Owing to the speed at which the opera- 
tion had to be conducted, it was not possible ta 
make a detailed the 


velatory 
prepared, 
oats had 
t a cable 
e stating 
nists are Bs. 
; Cyprus, 
rus, bag: 
oard the 


















examination of 





Russian 














charges speakers. Tt was noticed however tat they were 
d in the not phy of a characteristically Russian 
inklater! type 

ion from | An analysis of documents carried and 








al parties on board will he produced in 
the final report by 2098S s 
documents held by them... . 





after scrutiny of 


, Conditions in Rumania 
o_o 
Crescent ” 
Palestin 
ngers 


29. Most of the passengers on the Pan Ships 
Were agreed that there were still a large number 
of Rumanian Jews who wanted to leave the 
Country for Palestine. In several cases they 
Odlained that these Jews would be awaiting 

e increased legal immigration quota which they 








‘1 Jew! 
es from 


hoped for as a result of partition, They thought 
therefore that there would not be any more large 
illegal shipments at least for the next month and 
they believe that their Communist Government 
will grant them exit visas to correspond with 
their certificates after May. 


Conclusions 


30. The following conclusions may be drawn 
from the above evidence: 


(a) That ifany large guerrilla groups of Com- 
munists exist among the Russian speakers of this 
shipment, they are cither still on board or els 
have arrived unarmed and without documents. 

(b) That the movements, planning and admin- 
istration of the final evacuation from Burgas at 
short notice was well and thoroughly carried out. 








(c) That the Moscow controlled Communist 
Government of Rumania intended at all costs to 
ucuate this shipment of Jews and came to an 
agreement with Bulgaria to use a Bulgarian Port 
for this purpose after the delay at Constanza due, 
probably, to British representations 











ri 





The ab- 
dication of King Michael at this juncture may 
well be NO'T coincidental, 
Pamagusta, Cyprus 

(Detachment) 


2 January 








Actually, on 
the boat ly 


y five young men were taken off 
All the 
remainder of the passengers were taken directly 
to the camps where no subsequent searches or 
interrogations took place. 
were interro, 
Criminal 





svitish Intellis 





gents, 








The five young men 
ated by a member of the Palestine 
Investi Departinent who had 
heen sent to Cyprus in order to conduct the inv 
tigation. Ile told them outright that he was 
concerned only with information about Soviet 
activities in Bulgaria and Rumania, with partie- 
ular reference to Soviet ship movements in the 





tion 








Black Sea and Soviet troop movements in Ru- 
mania and Bulgaria. When the questions failed 
to elicit any information the five imm grants 
were slapped and kicked and finally retumed 
blindfolded from the interrogation center to the 
camp under esce 








There were no further inter- 
rogations of passengers. 





BRITISH DISSIPATE PALE 


On December 11, 1947, Arthur Creech of 


told the House of Commons: 

















«. . We certainly did not wish to lave 
Palestine in disorder alter the tremendor 
and costly contribution Britain has made i 
developing Palestine and discharging our re- 


sponsibilities under the Mandate... . fF can 
assure the House that we shall wind up our 
affairs in Palestine in a fair and reasonable 
manner and, 1 hope, with little suspicion and 
ill feeling about the arrangements we } 











This is a promise honored only in the by he 

The refusal of the Mandatory power to permit 
the Palestine Commission to reach the country 
until May two weeks before the scheduled 
termination of the mandate, was predicated ou 
the intention, as the facts substantiate, 
member the Palestine administration 
have little or nothing to turn over to the Pale: 
tine Commission, and to such action 
would safeguard British interests after the 
of the mandate, 

Today, virtually all departments in the Pa 
tine government have ceased 





to dis- 
so as to 





take as 


end 





to function. ‘The 


Palestine Broad- 


exceptions are those like the 
ng Service, the Attorney General's office 
Secretariat, 





cast: 
the Chief 
primarily, 






which serve the I 





ices Collapsing 





1. Typical tote of collapsing public serv- 
ices are the railways and the port services, so that 
it appears unlikely that after May 1 any operat: 
ing system will exist. Yet this did not come as a 
sudden development, Actually the Chief Secre- 
tary had received a number of warnings cone 
ing such an eventuali s early as December 1 
1947 from the manager of the railways, Mr. A. I 
Kirby. 

On that date Mr, 
Gurney as follows: 

“Tf there is to be no satis 

function through the U. 

collapse of the servi 


some time before the 
date.” 

















Kirby wrote to Sir Henry 
factory transfer of 

N., [ consider that a 
is likely to come about 
termination of the man- 








In the same letter, he expressed his anxiety 
concerning the disposition of the property of the 
railroads: 


Lit 
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TINE’S ASSETS 




































“Tf there is to be no handing over, what w 1 
be done with all the rolling stock on variong: 
parts of the system, who will take over the gta. 
tions, buildings, valuable work shops, the pe 
manent way, ete.; how wilt volling stock oq] 
foreign railways be aceounted for; what wily, 
happen to goods in transit, ete, etc 

mist obviously be some process. of 
oyer—and an orderly handing over would take 
several weeks. ... ( 


























“The railways outside 


the Haifa enclave cane: 
not well be operated § 4 


Se an that, ie 





in Vaifa. Withdrawal. into the antioes and | 
the operation of the railway therein only for 
niilitary evacuation parposes would entail the 
most effective frustration possible to a succeeds 
ing authority. This cou would also cut off 
the supplies of bulk oil and other es: 
plies which are now distributed by 
main centers of population. The closing down’ 

of the main workshops and other activities of | 
the railway following the termination of they 
mandate would probably mean that the rail 

way would not be able to operate again for @ 

prolonged period,” 




















Kirby again wrote to the Chief Secretary, thi? 
time about the port situation, declaring: 





“There is nothing that this administration 0 
the Director of Customs ean do to ease the site 
uation there. Pressure of financial interest#) 
is the only possibility of being ef i 
ing the present situation at Haits 





Willing to Isolate 


the Jews 








The Mandatory was willing to allow this break: 
down on the assumption that Jewish need fo 
supplies would force the Jews to keep roads ope 
for themselyes as well as the British, If the Jew 
failed, they could starve and for military P 
poses the British could make other arrangement 
This was clearly indicated last November 27, 4 
days before the General Assembly passed its Pa 
tition resolution, in instructions issued by 
Chief Secretary of Palestine to military ¢% 
manders and heads of government departmeny 
In his directive of that date, he stated: 

“(a) Activism in Jewish areas is likely § 

be negligible. Jews cannot afford to © 

roads for supplies upon which they depes® 






































































their areas are not self-supporting. They will 
therefore do all they can to keep the roads 
open. Should, however, the situation develop 
» adversely and supplies through Jewish areas 
not be possible, the following roads will be fol- 
jJowed: Gaza-Tlaifa, Jerusalem-Haifa, 

«(b) More serious will be Arab troubles, 
which may assume large proportions and likely 
© constitute a serious threat, specially in the 














jilly country, Arab villages and town are 
self-supporting and the populace can for Oa 
great deal—Jews cannot—and ean therefore 


hamper seriously without much harm to them- 
selves. Serious troubles may not come about 
until the end of the citrus season. 

“Military authorities will decide in concerta- 
tion with government from time and time as 
to the methods which should be adopted to 
safeguard military supplies.” 











Ops, And. 
‘ters are 
ave and 





Government Disposes of its Property 























only for 2 As carly as April 1 the Land Setilement 
tail the Department closed down its offices. This was 
succeed: done after the head of the department, R. TP, 
» cut off Jardine, sold out the lands in the state domain 
Hial sup: to private persons, mostly Arabs. Parcels of land 
aaa: pin the Haifa Harbor Estate were sold by him, 
vities of | All plans and documents relating to irrigation 
1 of the projects in Palestine were shipped by him to the 
the vail- United Kingdom. Water installations were 
in for a handed over to the Avab town and village coun- 

(ils, Having closed his offices he secured release 
M47, Mr. from his post and has now been named by the 


wy, this Iraqi government as its irrigation expert, 
Sate 





No Possibility of Handing Over Land R. 





ution or 
: the sit- 
nterests 
soly- 





ion 





U.N. Commise 








8 The land re have been distributed 
ty the Palestine government several 
Centers while micro-films of th se registers have 
Men shipped to England. ‘he effect of this is to 
teate chaog in the event of any dispu 





among 








arising 








break "land questions. 
need for 4 This has been done de spite the fact that on 
ids open January 5, 1948, the Solicitor General of Pales- 
‘he Jews the, M. J. P. Hogan, wrote to the Chief Seere- 
wy pul y: 
vements. “Under the law at pr sent, any disposition of 










27, two and, which has not yet received the conse nt 
‘its par of the Director of Land Registration and i 
hy the Not perfected by the registration of a deed, i 
ry com Void. ‘his means that if the land rey 


ate closed, no valid disposition of land ¢ 


vtments: made, 





ely 108 pl Understand that the Director of Land Regis- 
ae Toad 4 ‘ation has suggested that the land registr 


Plould be closed at least two weeks before the 






spend a8” 


termination of the mandate, and, should the 
end of the mandate be followed by an inter- 
regnum in the whole or any part of Palestine, 
it will not be possible there to make any valid 
disposition of land during that time.” 


Di 





ption of Postal Services 





4. The disruption of the postal service has 
ensued as a result of instructions to create a 
vacuum, This is confirmed by Mr, Evie Miils, 
Commissioner of Withdrawals, who wrote: 





“The Postmaster General is proceeding in cir- 
cumstances of great difficulty with his plans 
for withdrawal, but his recommendations on 
important point... have been made on the 
assumption of a vacuum.” 





On December 8, 1947 Mr. Mills in a cirenlar 
to heads of departments and district commis- 


sioners declared : 


“You will observe that the information called 
for... makes no distinction between with- 
drawal leaving a vacunm or handing over to a 
UNO Commission. The reason for this lack of 
differentiation is that in either case a certain 
amount of derangement must be expected... .” 














ed 


ificial Deficit Produ 








The 





ulestine Commission has charged the 
‘roment with deliberately inducing a 
where a surplus existed and thus creating 







g financial and economie difficulties, Four 
specific charges in this connection are made by the 
Commission in its reports submitted both to the 
Security Council and to the General Assembly 

It is stated that the deficit was created by the 
Mandatory power by charging against its funds 
what the Commission called “certain extraor- 
dinary items”, such as the maintenance of Jewish 
illegal immigration camps, and the payment of 
pensions to British civil servants. The Com- 
mission objected to both these charges. 














As a further means of creating a deficit the 
British paid out £300,000 recently to the Supreme 
Moslem Council, knowing full well that the treas- 
ury of this organization represents the war chest 
of the Mufti. 


The lack of a we 





ing fund, moreover, accord- 
ing to the Commission, has been created by the 
action of the Mandatory power on Mareh 20, 1948 
in ft ree of £P3,000,000 re- 

bonds made in Pales- 
This balance was invested in 
sh securities, pending a general financial 








zing an unspent be 
mnaining from three issues of 
tine since 1947. 
Br 





settlement, and the Mandatory power had de- 
cided not to make any disbursements from this 
total prior to the termination of the mandate, 
These transactions were brought to the notice 
on only after they had been ar- 





of the Commi 
ranged. 


Diseu 





» the disuppearing surplus, the Com- 
mission charged on April 10, that “the disap- 
pearance of the existing treasury surplus is al- 
most entirely due to special and extraordinary 
jon feels “should not 
al food sup- 


ng 


F 











claims,” which the Commis 
haye y iw essenti 
plies and the provision of essentiat work 
funds, 





cedence over securit 











The Commission also expresses fears concern: 
ing the control of the Haifa dock by the Manda- 
that “the ordinary 
15 will depend-in 


tory power, pointing out 
yeyenue ol Palestine after May 
a high degree on customs duties on imports. 
These imports will come in mainly through the 
port of Haifa, Hence the fiseal position .. . will 
depend partly on the manner in which the con- 
trol of the Haifa dock will be shared with evacu- 
ating troops between May 15 and August 1. 





As a consequence of these acts, Palestine was 
in danger of suffering a famine as a result of food 
shortages which would be created by the termina. 
tion of the mandate, Although the Palestine 
Commission had been discussing this problem 
for months, and bad even sent a special repre 
sentatiye to London to take this matter up with 
the Mandatory government, no agreement was 
reached, ‘he excuse of the British government 
was that it could not undertake to make commit- 
ments for food after May 15 as it had no funds 
with which to do so. Moreover, it refused to ad- 
vance the money to the Palestine Commission 
the United B dom 




















even on the promise that 





THE 


A continuous transfer of authority to munici- 
s by the Pal- 
ng on based, 
» to prevent chaos, but rather to 
to undermine parti- 
tion, and to pave the way toward a revival of a 
scheme for a federal Palestine, which is the real 





pal corporations and local counci 
ration has been ge 






estine admin 
not on a des: 
destroy central authori 








) 





British desire. 


Preparations for this transfer were made as far 
, “Action in this direction has been 


pack as February 14, 1948 by Sir Henry Guerney, 


REAKDOWN OF CENTR 













































would be reimbursed from the future Teves 
of Palestine. : 


On April 19 a private arrangement wag g 
to by the importing firm of Steel Brot 
in Palestine. ‘The arrangement is with 
Brothers, the Jewish Agency, and certain 4 
Chambers of Commerce, and involves a tray 


tion of abont $5,200,000. 





Under this arrangement Steel Brotherg 
guarantee to bring into Palestine until Jy 
normal food supplies in the amount of g 
30,850 tons. Steel Brothers will advance g 
of the cost of wheat, meat, and sugar to be 
ported. The Jewish Agency will pay for 
of the food going to the Jews, and the 
Chamber of Commerce, 20% for food going’ 
Avabs. The food will be imported and delivey 
to the warehouses of Steel Brothers in Hi 
Distribution to the Arab and Jewish groups * 
left, to the two communities, , 








uded from Sterling Area 7 





6. The Palestine Commission also cha 


1948, without consultation or even informat 
io the Commission, blocking the accumu | 
Palestine sterling balances held in London 

excluding Palestine from the sterling area. 





‘The Commission describes the effect of 
act as creating uncertainty among Palestine d 
porters, and says that it yegards that the rele 
of the sterling balances in particular essential} 
otherwise, “sterling may become a scarce » 
reney of Palestine, and imports from the ster 
y be difficult to obtain,” 





area me 





XIV 
1 AUTHORITY 





the Chief Seerctary. Tn a communication on 
date to heads of departments and district CO 
missioners throughout Palestine, he proposedt 


am divected to refer to the preli 
advice which has been given to you by the 
missioner on Special Duty to the effect t 
is hoped that various government acti 
buildings, stores, etc., will be transfert 
were in trust to local authorities until 
central authority makes other arranges 
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‘ertain matters such as water supplies where 
experience is advisable and central government 
yptaff is still available to give advice and assist- 
“ance. Tam now to require you to communicate 
‘to the District Commissioner of the District 
concerned full information regarding all other 
activi buildings and stores which you con- 
sider might be similarly placed with local au- 
thorities if the U.N. Commission in Palestine 
vove not to have the necessary powers and 
staff to perform all the functions of the Pal- 
estine Government, 

“T am also directed to say that a decision 
| whether cach sue clivity or property will 
finally be handed over to a local authority will 



































Y to be ime depend on consultation with the U.N. Com- 
y for 20% mission; but, unless the necessary preparatory 
. ‘ work is done on this prov: nal basis, there 


| the Arab, will be not cnough time Jater to make definite 


arrangements under the general assumption 
which governs this direction.” 

In February, 1548 a special law, to amend the 
Municipal Corporation Ordinance of 1937, was 
macted empowering municipal corporations and 
focal councils to collect property taxes due up to 
April 1, 1948, and thereafter, for the fiscal year 
1948-19-19. 

so charged: The purposes of this new law were explained 


















n the action’ the Attorney General in the following terms: 
ebruar q Pan A 

, ‘ormedit “Tt is anticipated that during the year 1948- 
2 ae 49, the councils of municipal corporations and 
coummlated HE Jocal councils will have to carry out many of 


the functions which would normally be carried 


r area, ® out by Government, and consequently they will 
5 BH weed additional sources of revenue. On the 
rect, of this 2 


other hand, they may not be able to obtain 
from the Government the grants-in-aid which 
they have received in the past. 
» “Government has therefore decided to enable 
such councils to collect and recover arrears of 
whan property tax remaining due on the first 
P day of April, 1948, and urban property tax 
due in respect of the year 1948-49, and this 
draft Ordinance is designed to give effect to 
that decision. 

“Arrangements will be made for the handing 
Over to such councils of the records relating 
to the house property and land in respect of 
Which they will be entitled to collect and cover 
Urban property tax, and sueh councils will be 
Empowered to do such acts as may be neces- 
Mary to ensure that those records will be kept 
Up to date. 
‘Furthermore, in order that it will not be 
Reco; 


alestine ime 


scarce cut 
the sterling 






























hich he first day of April 1949 will have 
Pl in force for five years, the period of yalid- 


rrangem 
een take 


2T 


ity of valuation lists has been extended from 
five to six years.” 


Anticipated No Successor Government 





The draft law, it was explained in a communi- 
cation by Mr. L. B. Gibson, Attorney General of 
Palestine, to Sir Henry Gurney, was in antici- 
pation of the possibility of no successor govern- 
ment being named. He declared: 








“My view is that it is not for this Govern- 
ment to legislate for things after the termina- 
tion of the Mandate—at least if there is some 
other Government which enjoys legislative 
authority after that date. We should, how- 
ever, make available our draft to the Commis- 
sion, and there would be advantages in pub- 
lishing it as part of the Bill so that any public 
comment would be available for the benefit of 
the Commission, We should, no doubt, inform 
the Commission that, although we had pub- 
lished the Bill in its entirety, we did not intend 
in fact to enact the Second Schedule ourselves, 
but there is a further question of whether we 
should tell the public the same thing when pub- 
lishing the Bill for public information, On 
the whole I think it is unnecessary to do so, 
because in the being no succ 
fovernmen 































mid 
but we do not want 


dilities in public notices.” 













»3 of Transfers 


Asa result of this special legislation the three 
regions heavily populated by Jews, have been 
placed under Jewish control. All the remaining 
regions have been left to the Arabs. The excep- 
tions are Jerusalem, Haifa, the Valley of Ez- 
draclon, and Eastern Galilee. 

Ceded to the Arabs were such important in- 
stallations as the water plants at Ras-el-Ain and 
Safed, 

In addition, the Arabs have received most of 
the government services including Health, Edu- 
cation, Social Welfare, Agriculture and Broad- 
“services which are paid 
for by the taxes imposed on the population to 
which the Arabs, constituting two-thirds of the 
population of Palestine, contribute 26%, and the 
Jews, 7: 











cast 





g Departments: 





In dividing the assets of the country the 
British allocated for themselves the Iaifa en- 


clave with all its services and installations. 





XV 





While Hquidating the mandate, the British 
have concentrated on safeguarding in perpetuity 
ish hold in Palestine in key areas, in- 
1d to insure un- 
of commuimication by air, sea 









nifa and the Neg 





and dand. 





New Laws to A ¢ British elds in Pa 











1. ‘Phi 
eval of Pilestin 
which is to e 
fe 





h 2, 1848 the Attorney Gen- 
drafted a law, the purpose of 
ablish the legal basis for trans- 
‘1d in the 
rious Brit- 
sident 


on} 








ring airfields ov other lands nov 
tthe High Commissioner, to vi 


ries for War, Air, or to the Pr 






name 








ish Minis 








of the Air Council in London. In particular, 
he new lepistation aims to assure continued 
British econtvol of the RAF stations in Air, 


well as in 





Gaza, as 


Ran 


J 





e, comain property 
rusitlem 

Pre 
1947 while the General Assembly for the United 
ion. 








ons for this action began in October 


Nations was in s 





On Ocloher 19, 1947, in a seeret dispatch eabled 
to the Atv Ministry in London from Air Head 
quarters Levant, the Air Ministry was informed 
that, in view of the political situation, legal 
difficulties might arise with respect to the prop- 
erty bought by the Air Ministry in Palestine, 
held in the name of the IT Com 
RAT. In subsequent 
view of the pending liquidation of the Palestine 
government, warning was given that the British 
government might lose control of these assets, 
and that action was neces This is explained 
in the following exchange of cables: 


















sioner, in 





trnst for the cables, in 











“OX B03. Oct, 19, Seeret. 
tion of Proper 
behalt of R.A, P. 


Subject—Registra- 
s acquired in Palestine on 

One. All property bought 
by Aiv Ministry in Palestine held in name of 
High Commissioner in trust for R. A. I. leases 
held name of Tigh Commissioner in trust for 
R. A. ¥. held similar manner. Two. In view 
of political situation of entries in Land Regis- 
ters appear to be open to objection from legal 
point of view. Three. Palestine Government 
yequest decision made into whose name this 

















/ THE BRITISH SAFEGUARD THEIR INTERESTS IN PALESTINE 


28 


















y and leases 
you advise. 


prope hould be vested, 


Reques 








Prom Air Ministry London 
‘To HQ MEDNIS 








“by 7283/4 Noy. unclassified. 
Reference Levant signal 0.303 October 
peated to you on subject registration of p 
ert ‘quired in Palestine on behalf R, Aw 
Colonial Olfice had no knowledge of this que 
tion aud we find it difficult to know preciggl 
what is the tenor and purpose of Palesting 
Government’s suggestion, Request you tm 
vestigate and advise us in greater detail whag 
are Govermnent’s proposals and why they agg 
t forward, We are quite ready to consider 





















put 


them.” 





om A. I. Q. Levant 
To Air Ministry 


“0.03 Nov 12. Secret. Your FP, 7288 Novidl 
and my 0.303 Oct 17. Subject—Registration 
ol properties acquired Palestine on behalf 
R.A. i. One, On acquisition it has been 
customary to enter this property in the Land 
Regis in the name of the High Commi 
sioner in trust for the President of the A 
Council or in some cases the Secretary of Stal 
for Air, The position of trust in Palestine) 
law is obscure and this form of registration 
may he open to objection on that account alone 
in addition registration in name of High Come 
missioner might give rise to difficulties p 
ticularly when Government of Palestine ip 
transferred from High Commissioner to Pale 
tinian or toa U. N. O. authority and it seer 
desirable that the land should be registered | 
dircetly in the name of whatever authority the 
Air Force considers most appropriate elit: 
the President or the Air Council, the Air Coun 
cil or the Secretary of State for Air. : 
Legal advice is that if properties remall %) 
name of Tigh Commissioner there 
we may lose all chance of realising value oF? 
retaining control of these assets. ‘Three. Y 
properties concerned are R, A. 1°. stations 
Ramle, Gaza and certain property in Jer 
lem.” 















































Ag the result of this exchange a draft Jaw™ 
prepared by the Attorney General transfert 
the land now registered in the name of the 
Commissioner to the British Secretary of Stl 
for War, the British Secretary of State fF 
or the President of the Air Council in Lond0l 











































iin submitting a draft of this proposed law to 
the Chief Secretary of Palestine the Attorney 
General stated : 


“It is probable that when all parties concerned 
jave approved the substance of the Bill, we 
© shall convert it into an Order under the Pales- 
q tine Order In Council, 1948. But I think that 
the first step is to get the earliest possible con- 
sideration by the parties concerned.” 





The Transfer of the Helaz Railway 











9g, Early in 1948 the Hejaz Railway 
Palestine, Transjordan, and Syria was trans- 
ferred by the Palestine Government to the Goy- 
amment of Transjordan, The explanation given 
was that actually the British Government was 
the Mandatory power, initially for Transjordan 
ag well as Palestine, and ther trustee 
for Transjordan. 





Jinking 

















efore was 





Transfer of the Bl Kantara-Rafa Line to the 













3. On April 1, 1948 the El Kantara-Rafa Rail- 
way Line was turned over io the Egyptian State 
ailways by the Palestine Government. The 
Egyptian Railways Sy n is partially controlled 
by British capital. Moreoy the El Kantara- 
Rafa Line links with Rafa in the Southern Negey, 
sformed into a military base by 














| By disposing of the El Kantara-Rafa Railway 

hd the Hejaz Railway, the British government 
#us attempted to seal off Jewish Palestine from 
ess to the outside world 








v-Rafa Railway i 


the principal 
Mlestine railway conr 


tion to the outside world 














sists of three sections: (1) The EL 
antara-Rafa line which starts at E 





/ antara in 
¢Suer Canal, continues across the Sinai Penin- 
Mla into Rata, Palestine; 
MLK to Jorn 
ection, 
The Kantara-Raf 
ng World War T, was owned by the British 
mvernment, with a 12% share of the capital held 
: the Palestine government. Until its transfer 
Bhd been operated by the Palestine Railways 
PPehalf of the British governme 
Ye gone to the 
Eption of 120% 





2) The Rafa-Lydda 
alem; (3) The Ra 





fa-Haifa con- 





line, built by the B 





itish 














All profits 

3vitish government with the 
» the proportion to the Pales- 
Qeoverument. ‘The Rafa-Haifa line was sold 
© SoVernment, of Palestine atter the 


ab- 
Ment of the Mandate. 





In disposing of the E] Kantara-Rafa line to the 
Egyptian Railways, which British capital also 
owns, the British have assured themselves a 
continuous railway connection from the port of 
Haifa to Egypt where their soldiers ave still sta- 
tioned. They have also assured a railway link 
between their new military encampment at Rafa 
and their military encampment in Egypt. At the 
same time, by placing this railway link in the 
hands of the Arabs, they have placed the railway 
aceess of the Jewish community to the outside 
world at the mercy of the Arabs. 





The Hejaz Railway, built by the Turl 
been under British control, although its owne:- 
ship remains in dispute. In a survey of Pales- 
tine submitted to the Anglo-American Committee 
of Inquiry by the Palestine admini tration, it 
stated that the Hejaz Railway “is operated by 
Palestine Railways in behalf of His Majesty’s 
Government who hold it in trust.” 


he Hejaz Railway runs from Damascus, Syria 
to Ma-an, Transjordan, from Ma-an to Haifa in 
valestine. Two branch lines from Haifa run 
from Haifa to Acre and from Haifa to Zamakh 
in Palestine, which is just south of Lake Tiberia 





, has 




















The effect of the transaction is to assure 
British rail connections from Haifa to Trans- 
jordan and uninterrupted military links between 
the military enclave in Haifa and the British 





military base in Transjordan which continues to 





under the new British military Treaty with 
Transjordan. 


British Establish Negev Foothold 





4, A main military base has been established 
by the British at Rafa at the Southern border of 
Palestine. 

To insure undivided control, the British au- 
thorities three days after the pa 





sage of the par- 
tition resolution by the United Nations General 
Assembly, which gave the N \ 

ate, invited the Jews to e 





y to the Jewish 








acuate the area. The 
ostensible reason was the inability of the British 
to protect the Jews against Arab aggression. The 
veal reason was the desire of the Bri 








sh to hold 
the whole of the Negev as a base for themselves. 





Ask Jews to Leave Base Area 





2, L947 the British Assistant Dis- 


trict Commissioner for the Gaza District, W. F. 
M. Clemens, informed the representatives of the 
Jewish settlements in the South, that he could 


On Deeembe 











not see how Jews could be protected against 
Arab attack. Te sted the Jewish setlle- 
ment south of Beersheba be transferred 
to the north of this read. 

Two da 






the Jewish 
Ne 
son, the Commanding Officer of Camp Julis, 
who reiterated the request for evacuation, again 
on the score that the Jews could not hold ont 


later, on December 4, 





lie: 
die 





representative was summoned by Br 








against Arab attack even for a few minutes. The 
offer was declined 

Thus far the Jews have retai 
ment in the 
Palestine. 





every settle- 





egey, as elsewhere throughout 





Bri 


ish Government Grants New Cone: 








to the Iraq Petroleum Company 











5. In Mar 1948 the British government 
granted a new concession to the Iraq Petroleum 

















Company in the form of a right to build a ge 
pipe line terminating at Haifa. 

The Traq Petroleum Company holds the ex 
sive concession to the oil fields of Traq, Qat 
the Trucial Coast, Muscat, Oman, 

A 2384 % interest in the Iraq Petroleum is he 
ihe Angto-Franian Oil Company, in which 
British Government owns oe of the share 








interests own 
Jerse) ) 25%. Pi ‘ive per cent is owned by Partfg 
pations and Tnvestments, Ltd. 

The excuse offered for the granting of thig ¢9 








decision, 
Nations or the Palestine Commission, is that it 
ented the conclusion of discussions entered 
into in March of 1947. : 











repre 





